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ABSTRACT

This thesis focuses on justice, human rights, aigglation in Irag. It explores the
ideas of justice and human rights, and how thduémice the migration of the Iraqi
Assyrians and Chaldeans. Through the use of gtieéitmmethodology, including a review
of scholarly literature, personal experience, ardisformal interviews with ten
individuals, this research mainly focuses on ttilei@mce that justice and human rights
had on migration during the U.S.-Irag War, from 2Qmtil 2011. Justice, human rights,
and migration before and after the War are examihbd study concludes that justice
and human rights are factors that influence theatiign of Iraq’s Assyrian and Chaldean
community throughout the U.S.-lIraqg War; howevetiggsand human rights are not the

only factors.
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Introduction

Irag-1996, it was six fifteen in the evening onhdlg November day, and |
remember it like it was yesterday. My father hast prrived home from the International
Catholic Migration Commission organization, wheesviorked for three years. My mom
had the teapot on the stove, and was preparingvili@ng tea. As he walked inside, and
went forward to sit at the kitchen table, my monmediately felt that he had some type
of news. “Ha, mayla masala. Ma sahtela edyuka.”giMhthe matter? What happened
today?). He informed us that we were leaving leagyl setting on a journey to the United
States. At the time, | was only six years old, Addl not understand the impact my life
would experience. Nevertheless, that day will remiaimy memory, and a part of me
forever. It was the day my life changed a hundmedi @ghty degrees.

According to my father, he and other men and wohehbeen threatened by
Saddam Hussein’s government for their involvemeittt the United States governmental
and non-governmental organizations. This is theaeave had to flee from Iraq. Bill
Clinton, the incumbent U.S. president at the tisseied a memorandum that stated any
individual working or involved with the U.S. govenental and non-governmental
organizations in Irag would be brought to the UshiBtates. It was not long afterward that
families with their one suitcase began their joyrivee left Iraq, and headed toward
Turkey, where we stayed in refugee camps for twhtsi Then, we were taken to Guam,
a U.S. territory, where we applied for asylum ia thnited States. We remained in Guam
for two months, before officially migrating to tlnited States.

On February 19, 1997, my family and | arrivedhe state of Arizona, where we
eventually settled, and tried to create a newdifd home. For me, adapting to the United
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States was fairly easy. | learned the languageadogted the culture. However, as |
became older, | had to choose between, remainingagnor becoming an American.
Nevertheless, | faced the real issue, when | ddit@g with my family in the summer of
2006. For the first time, | noticed that | no longpelong in Iraq. | had an accent, when
speaking Aramaic; and, the entire town labeled amyily as the people who are visiting
from America. Although, my parents, and my oldstesi were still considered as
authentic Iraqgis, my brother and | were labeletbasigners or Amrikee.

Upon returning from Iraq, | began to notice my plac the United States as well.
| realized that | am neither an Iragi nor an AmanicDue to this identity crisis, | began to
explore my origin, ethnicity, culture, language, migration to the United States, and the
factors behind our move away.

Throughout my research about my story, | came adtwsstory of other Iraqis’
migration out Iraqg, especially after the starthod tJ.S.-Iraq War of 2003. Thus, my
research on the migration of the Iraqgi people be@aiginally, | wanted to conduct a
comparative analysis of the migration of Iraq’s anajroups, the Arabs, the Kurds, and
the Assyrians and Chaldeans; however, due tone ¢onstraint, | have decided to focus
on one group only. | chose the Assyrians and &aald, and there were a variety of
factors that played a role in my decision. As al@&an, this research focus is a way of
helping Assyrians and Chaldeans, and | to undedstanorigin and place in this world.

It will help make sense of why one of Iraq’s oldastl original civilizations is migrating
out of Iraqg, and settling down in other countries.

The focus of this thesis is to explore the factbet influence the migration of
Assyrians and Chaldeans from Iraq to the UniteteStiiom the year 2003 until 2013.

2



| specifically focus on justice and human rightsg gheir influence on migration. My
research seeks to uncover the type of human riftg\ssyrians and Chaldeans seek,
when they migrate out of Iraq. Furthermore, | leoKind a connection between justice
and human rights. How do the Assyrians and Chakldafine justice and human rights.
Throughout my research, | not only focus on migmrathuman rights and justice, but |
also focus on defining and incorporating othereéssisuch as identity, ethnicity and
religion. My research’s overall purpose is to di@aonnection between justice, human
rights and migration by focusing on the Assyriand &haldeans of Iraq.

Using qualitative methodology that includes autaetiraphy, semi-formal
interviews, and an ethnographic participant obgermal collected data. | used my own
personal migration experience to not only explbeetbpic of migration, human rights,
and justice further, but also to assist in my s@mmnal interviews. Through my social
network, | was able to find individuals to interwieand personally empathize with them.
| also collected information in Iraq during the suer of 2013. Throughout my visit, |
conducted participant observations while attengvegdings and Church functions.
Using these various qualitative methods, | explahedfollowing questions; why do the
Assyrians and Chaldeans migrate out of Iraq? Wieathee factors that affect the
migration of Assyrians and Chaldeans? Are humartsigbuses one of the factors that
influence their migration? What is the role of jostwithin human rights for the
Assyrians and Chaldeans? And, lastly, what doefutiiee look like for this ancient
civilization?

In chapter one, | present a variety of theoriétiggoroaches that draw a
connection between the three major themes, justioman rights, and migration. | begin
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discussing the idea and meaning of justice by pa@ting Iris Marion Young'Jhe
Politics of Differenceand Nancy Frasiershe Scales of Justiceexplore Young’s
difference principle and Frasier’s parity of papation principle as a part of defining and
describing justice. In other words, these prin@patline the rights of humanity from a
justice perspective. For human rights perspectilegin with the United Nation’s
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and refeeetihe articles that outline the rights
of individuals, especially minority groups. Furthrre, | incorporate Burns H. Weston’'s
"Human Rights" innternational Law and World Orddyy Weston and Richard A. Falk.
Weston provides a detailed definition of human tsdby referencing Karal Vasak’s three
generations of human rights, which bring forth ¢éiméitled rights of all human beings.
Lastly, I discuss the idea of migration, and hoatdes, such as justice and human rights
can influence an individual to migrate. For exampheen individuals, who are citizens of
a country will leave their birthplace, if they dreing denied their human rights. In his
book, Citizenship and MigrationChristian Joppke provides a very detailed exglana

of the idea of citizenship in accordance with migna He focuses on three themes:
status, identity, and rights, and shows how neigigaitizenship status, identity, and
rights can impact migration.

In this chapter, | begin with a social history add; | divide it into two sections:
Mesopotamia and Irag. The first section, Mesopadameigins from the year 4000 BC and
lasts until the 1930s. Mesopotamia is a greek wloatlmeans the land between the two
rivers. | define and discuss Mesopotamia, andtitsie composition. | highlight how it
was known as the cradle of humanity, civilizatiand the Abrahamic faiths.
Mesopotamia was known as the fertile crescentoHistames it as the cradle of
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civilization because it is considered one of thstfplaces where humanity settled down
and created a society. Mesopotamia was also krevihe cradle of humanity, in other
words, human life began there. According to Clamsty, Adam and Eve were created in
the Garden of Eden, which was located betweenitresTand Euphrates rivers. These
two rivers are precisely located in present-dag.IMesopotamia was also known as the
cradle of Abrahamic faiths, the three major monistiereligions in the world: Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, each of which, trace theots back to Mesopotamia. Although
majority of the Iragi Jewish community migratedeaf¥vorld War Il to the newly formed
State of Israel. I, then move on to discuss Mesop@'s transition from ethnically
governed to religously governed. After the riséstdm, Iraqg transitioned; it came to be
governed by the Islamic religion and after the dexditthe Prophet Muhammad, Islam
was divided into two sects, the Sunni and the SHifes sectarian separation not only
brought about conflict, but also defined the cutrard future state of Iraqg.

The first section ends at the 1930s because, theX380s were Irag’s last years
as a colonized state governed by various empmek932, Irag became an independent
country; thus section two covers the period froem1B30s to 2003. | begin with a
discussion on the Ba’athist regime, which defined) from mid-twentieth century until
the beginning of the twenty-first century. Throughthe Ba’athist regime, there is a rise
in Iragi nationalism with an Arabized ideology famly the people who were Arab and
Sunni. | then, move forward into discussing Sadd#arasein’s role in Iraq, and the wars
between U.S. and Irag. Thus, concluding with thet stf the U.S.-Iraq War, and Saddam
Hussein’s loss of control and power. Overall, theppse of the social history is to
provide readers with a historical overview of Iraqg.
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Chapter three covers the body of literature foumgustice, human rights, and
other factors, and how they impact migration, whgckiery limited. This chapter relies
heavily from two authors, Ibrahim Sirkeci and Slvdnish, who have written scholarly
articles on the migration of Iraqis, specificallynority communities; such as, the
Assyrians, Chaldeans, Mandaeans, Yezidis. | alstmuds United Nation’s Human Rights
reports conducted on Irag during the U.S.-Iraq War.

Chapter four presents the data collected fromrtarviews with Assyrians and
Chaldeans, who discuss their journey from IradneoUWnited States, specifically Arizona.
Two out the ten individuals migrated in the mideties, six migrated throughout the
U.S.-Irag War, and two migrated after the war. &agry year from the year of 2003 until
the year of 2013, | interviewed an individual thagrated from Iraq to the United States
throughout that time period, with the exceptionha years of 2003, 2006, and 2011. The
interview data draws a connection between jushinean rights, and migration, as well
as makes a comparison between the people who exgaéter the fall of Saddam
Hussein and during the U.S.-lrag War, and afteitt&-Iraq War.

In chapter five, | analyze the ten interviews $sess the change in justice, human
rights, and migration, during the three differante frames. | compare the interviewees’
responses between the times during Saddam'’s mugimg the U.S.-lIraq war, and after
the war. | present justice and human rights chadgesg the three time frames;
however, for the Assyrians and Chaldeans, justicehaiman rights impact on migration
is the same. They feel that injustice and humahntsigbuse is targeted towards them, and

is escalating as time progresses.



The last and final chapter focuses on the obstaclddimitations that took place
within the research project. Furthermore, it loakshe significance of this research,
especially for the Assyrian and Chaldean communifjrizona as well as in other other

places. Lastly, this chapter will conclude withreebdescription of the future of the

Assyrians and Chaldeans.



1: Justice, Human Rights, and Migration Theory

Justice is the act of obtaining one’s rights thiatlzeing denied. Human rights
outlines the rights to which each human being t#led. Furthermore, when both justice
and human rights are denied, migration takes place.

Justice enforces the concept of differences tadk@owledged and accepted. The
acceptance of differences principle proposes teaple come to the realization that
differences exist as a part of our social processeedom and equality cannot be
achieved through assimilation, or the rejectiodifferences. The second principle is the
parity of participation, which allows people to peipate in a society without any sort of
obstacles. Through their participation, groups idiexl as different have the opportunity
to voice their opinion, obtain equal representatand be involved in the decision-
making process. These two principles, acceptandédfefences principle and parity of
participation principle, enforce the rights of humtg in a just society.

In Justice and the Politics of Differendes Marion Young defines her
conception of justice with the concepts of domimatand oppression. She “argues where
social group differences exist and some groupprvdeged while others are oppressed,
social justice requires explicitly acknowledginglaattending to those group differences
in order to undermine oppressiohEor Young, justice is acknowledging and accepting
differences among groups because it eliminatesegsn. For Young,

acknowledgement and acceptance of differencesdeads a society from oppression

! Iris Marion Young and Danielle S. Alledustice and The Politics of Differendbk.
reissue / ed. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton UniverBigss, 2011, 3
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towards justice. She presents readers with thifesret political views on human being
differences: traditional politics, egalitarian vieand emancipatory politicsYoung
defines traditional politics as the type that egelsihuman beings based on their
differences. Egalitarians view differences as dnt® mechanisms used in the process
of connecting human beings. Lastly, emancipatotitip® uses differences as another
defining form for equality. Although, all three views present different defisris of
differences among human beings, Young argues “diymself-definition of group
difference is in fact more liberator§.There are many different views on how human
being differences need to be defined and handledieier, the most important aspect
that needs to be included in defining human beifigrénces is that the definition needs
to be positive, and beneficial. Young argues tleaeptance of differences, and
emancipatory politics’ definition of differencesagpositive definition of human being
differences.

In Scales of Justice: Reimagining Political Space (Blabalizing Worlg Nancy
Frasier defines justice as the parity of particggpatShe states, “this radical-democratic
interpretation of the principle of equal moral worjustice requires social arrangements
that permit all to participate as peers in sodfal’® Accordingly, every human being has

the voluntary right to participate in all the difat areas of the city life without

obstacles. Justice is achieved when obstaclesasuphlitical, economic, and social are

2 Ibid., 157
3 Ibid., 157-158
4 Ibid.
® Nancy Fraser and Inc ebraBcales of Justice: Reimagining Political Space in a
Globalizing World New York: Columbia University Press, 2010, 16
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demolished. Political obstacles are defined as denying peth@eight to express their
opinion, and participate in the decisions thatdaftheir lives. Economic challenges are
created by denying of resources that people nepdrtiipate. Lastly, social obstacles
are presented when people are prevented from ipatiitg because of their class
standing’ Obstacles presented in the forms of political pecoic, and culture violate the
participatory principle.

However, under this principle, every human beintl passess rights such as
distributive, equal, recognition, political, angresentatioi.For Young and Frasier, the
overall purpose of justice is to bring awarenessarforcement of these rights of
humanity.

The concept of human rights or “the rights of mare literally the rights that
one has because one is humais’hew, and its history is as old as the Unitetidt.
After World War Il, in 1945, the United Nations guled theUniversal Declaration of
Human Rightswhich outlined the rights of humanityin the United Nation’&niversal
Declaration of Human Rightshe document begins with “whereas recognitiothef
inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienalgéts of all members of the human

family is the foundation of freedom, justice an@pe in the world** This is a strong

6 Ibid., 60

7 Ibid.

8 Ibid.

9Jack Donnelly. Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice. Ithaca: Cornell

University Press, 2013, 7

19Burns H. Weston, and Richard A. Falk. "ProblemSogio-Political Justice." In

International law and world order: a problem-oriestt courseboaldth ed. St. Paul, MN:

Thomson/West, 2006., 494.

2 Burns H. Weston, Richard A. Falk, and Hilary Ckaviorth.Supplement of basic

documents to International law and world order: @lplem-oriented courseb&o4th ed.
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and clear statement that every human being isWwidmand entitled to freedom, justice
and peace. Furthermore, article 1 of the declaratiates “all human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowét reason and conscience and should
act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhddd.he declaration defines and
synonymously interchanges the phrase ‘human rights’the concepts of freedom,
equality, and justice.

However, the declaration never contained any artetjarding the rights of
minorities until the year 1992. The United Nati@spoused thBeclaration on the
Rights of Persons Belonging to Ethnic, Religioud Bimguistic Minorities Like the
Declaration of Human Rightshis Declaration provides more detail on the tsghf
minorities. For example, article 1 states that@tates shall protect the existence and the
national or ethnic, cultural, religious and lingiasdentity of minorities within their
respective territories, and shall encourage camiitfor the promotion of that identity>”
This Declaration specifically outlines and obligatetions to respect the rights of ethnic,
cultural, religious, and linguistic identity of narities within their region. Although, the
Declaration of Human Rightsrovides a broader perspective of human rightspeoed
to theDeclaration of the Rights of Persons Belonging &iidhal or Ethnic, Religious
and Linguistic Minoritiesit is still affective in outlining the basic righentitled to all of
humanity.

In his bookHuman RightsBurns H. Weston notes that the idea of humansight

was recognized after World War Il and was a keydiaagainst political absolutism in the

St. Paul, MN: West Pub., 2006, 525.
12 Tbid.
13 bid., 773.
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18" and 14' century. The idea developed in response to thedespect for the
principles of freedom and equali§When freedom and equality are being denied, the
concept of human rights becomes more significahutoanity.

Weston notes Karel Vasak’s three “generations”uwrhén rights, which were
inspired by the French RevolutidhAccording to Weston, they are “the first genenatio
of civil and political rights (liberté); the secogeneration of economic, social, and
cultural rights (egalité); and the third generatigrsolidarity rights (fraternité)® These
three sub-categories of human rights are to berstatel as “cumulative, overlapping,
and, it is important to note, interdependent anerpenetrating® The first generation of
human rights, which focus on civil and politicdddities, consists of anywhere from
freedom to life, liberty, thought, conscience, aaliyion to freedom from gender, racial,
and equivalent forms of discriminatiéhThe first generation of human rights focuses on
liberty, which is “a shield that safeguards theiwidtlial-alone and in association with
others-against the abuse of political authortfy.”

The second generation of human rights, which ctssiseconomic, social and
cultural rights tend to meet the standards of duadist thinking. Unlike the first
generation of rights, Weston argues that the gamem is required to abstain, rather than

interfere, the second-generation of rights reqtiesgovernment to interfeféWeston

14 Weston, Problems of Socio-Political Justicé95
15 bid., 498

16 Ibid.

17 Ibid.

18 Ibid., 499

19Weston, Problems of Socio-Political Justicé99
20 Ibid.
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identifies the second-generation rights as “fundatally, claims to social equality™

The second-generation of rights consist of thetsiglitlined in théJniversal

Declaration of Human Rightarticles from twenty-two until twenty-seven. Thesticles
declare that all human beings have the right toleynpent, education, and participation
in a community’s social and cultural liféIn other words, every individual is entitled to
the economic, social, and cultural rights of a styci

The third generation of human rights, which aredswity rights, outlines six
types of rights Weston identifies these as “the right to politi@onomic, social, and
cultural self-determination; the right to econorard social development; the right to
participate in and benefit from mankind; the righpeace, the right to a healthy and
sustainable environment, and the right to humanitatisaster relief** Labeled as
solidarity rights, these rights focus on the idéaadlective action taken by a community
through unity. Every individual should have thehtigp belong to and participate in a
society and/or community.

The overall purpose of the three generations ofdrunghts is to declare that all
human beings regardless of gender, race, ethraityreligion are entitled to these
rights. What about the idea of citizenship? Shaudiividuals be granted justice and
human rights regardless of their citizenship?

In his bookCitizenship and ImmigratiqrChristian Joppke analyzes and assesses

citizenship after World War 1l in the context ofgnation. He provides a brief history of

21 [bid.
22 \Weston Supplement of basic documents to Internationaldad world ordey 528
23 Weston, Problems of Socio-Political Justice, 500
24 Tbid.
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citizenship, and analyzes it in the context of Warligration with a specific emphasis on
status, rights, and identity. He argues that irtligls who have citizenship can still be
denied status, identity, and rights.

Starting from citizenship’s birthplace, Joppkecdisses the idea of citizenship
within an Athenian society. Quoting Aristotle, Jkpstates that a citizen is “one who
both rules and is ruled”During Aristotle’s time, a citizen had to be mai;ce women
and slaves were not considered equal or citizetizeiistate of nature. However, Athenian
society portrays a political perspective of citigkip that advocates political
participation. According Joppke, Roman society enésd citizenship from a legal
perspective where individuals had right$iowever, the idea of citizenship was still
being defined from a feudalist perspective invalvihe master-servant relationship.
Through the French Revolution, this relationshigweplaced and a state membership
was created based on birth. This leads us inteitizenship idea brought forth in the
modern world. Joppke then discusses citizenshiparcontext of social and political
theory. He focuses on social citizenship, nati@it&enship, post-national membership
and multicultural citizenship through his discouesecitizenship in the modern world of
migration.

According to Joppke, Post-World War Il marks treginning of the human rights
of an individual in the contemporary period. Aftee World War Il events, the idea of
citizenship was associated with the idea of hungiits. However, this association

became complicated by the increase in internationgtation.

25 Christian JoppkeCitizenship and ImmigratiorCambridge, U.K.: Polity, 201@.-7
26 Ibid., 7
14



Deconstructing the idea of citizenship, Joppke $esuon three different aspects
of citizenship: status, rights, and identity. Jopplkgues that citizenship’s simplest aspect
is status. For an individual, citizenship statua gassport filled with rights. For example,
an immigrant who obtains naturalized citizenshgist, will obtain the same rights as
individuals who have citizenship through biffiThe second aspect of citizenship is
having a right. According to Joppke, “a ‘right'as entitlement that accrues equally to all
persons.®® However, over time the idea of rights has charayetidiffers between human
rights and citizen rights. The third aspect ofzatiship is identity that is a type of
connection created between an individual and higtemunity?® Joppke focuses on
“state-imputed” identities; that is, the type oéidity required for an immigrant to adopt
or assimilate in order to obtain the status ankitsiif Joppke demonstrates that even if
individuals possessed citizenship of their regtbejr status, rights, and identity still
differ. Therefore, if citizenship status, rightedadentity are not being recognized, and
justice and human rights are being denied, thematian is likely to take place.

In her bookChaldean Americans: Changing Conceptions of Ethaeatity,

Mary C. Sengstock argues that an individual’'s daaia economic setting is a
determining factor in their migratioti.Here, migration only takes place when individuals
lack access not only to political and social riglhist to economic rights and the means to

achieve these rights. When individuals possess$igadlieconomic, and social rights

27 Joppke, 28-29
28 [bid., 29
29 Ibid., 30
30 [bid.
31 Mary C. Sengstock. Chaldean-Americans: changimgeptions of ethnic identity.
New York: Center for Migration Studies, 1982, 41
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within their region, they are less likely to miggdt Sengstock argues that migration
theorists believe that migration is determined bthka push and pull factor. Push
consists of disstatisfying homeland conditions,levpull consists of satisfying new land
conditions®® Moreover, the emigrants who migrate were beingpdsut of their
homeland while the new land was pulling them inwddration is a constant action
taken by individuals in hopes of beginning a nde. IMigration is the mobility of
humans and includes refugees, asylum seekersyfangkants, migrant workers,
migrant students, and many oth&#igration takes place when people are denied the
basic rights of humanity. Although past literatoremigration does not specifically
identify these as factors influencing waves of @iigm, they are relevant in the case of
the Assyrians and Chaldeans from Iraqg to U.S.

Past studies and research link justice, humansigihd migration. Research
shows the impact of justice and human rights abaseon migratiori> The role of
human rights abuse is extremely relevant in theahign of the Assyrians and

Chaldeans.

32 [bid.
33 [bid.
34 Sirkeci, Ibrahim. "War In Iraq: Environment Of burity And International
Migration."International Migration 43, no. 4 (200201.
35 Ibid.
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2: History
Part I: Mesopotamia, 4000 B.C.-1930 A.D.)

When one hears the name Iraq, naturally we thirtkegftember 11, Saddam
Hussein, oil, Middle East, Islam, weapons of masstrdiction, and terrorism. These are a
few terms that are used synonymously with the nlrate However, before Irag came to
be associated with these types of terms, it wascaged with the terms, such as
Assyrian, Chaldean, Sumerian, or Mesopotamia.\as)originally named
Mesopotamia, which means “the land between theritvess.” The name Mesopotamia
can be traced to its origin in the ancient Greelt voords, “meso,” which means middle,
and “potamia,” which means rivers. In Aramaic, rgiaage spoken by Assyrians and
Chaldeans, Mesopotamia was known as Bait Nahrdiighnalso means “land of two
rivers.” The reason Mesopotamia (Bait Nahrein)riewn as the land between two rivers
because it is located between the Tigris and thghEages Rivers. According to the
Biblical story of creation, the Tigris and Euphsateere two of the four rivers that
surrounded the Garden of Ed®rHowever, research is still being conducted on the
names and location of the other two rivers. Newaetss, the Tigris and Euphrates are two
rivers that draw a connection between a Biblicatysand practicality. In his boolhe
Assyrians and their Neighboynd/.A. Wigram explains that even for the Arabs,
Mesopotamia was known as the land between theitwosy for they called it “the

Island.”’

36 "Genesis." in New American Bible. Canada: World Pub. Co., 1987, 9.
37 W.A. Wigram. "National Stocks in Mesopotamia."Tihe Assyrians and their
NeighboursLondon: G. Bell & Sons, 1929, 1.

17



This land between the two rivers not only had ajuainame and location, but
civilization as well. Wigram notes, “we all know bfesopotamia as one of the original
hearths-quite possibly the oldest of all-from whikh fire of civilization was distributed
about the world ¥ According to Wigram, “civilization begins in Mesofamia with a
“Hamitic,” or possibly Mongolian race, viz. the “Bwerians,” at about 4000 B.G*Not
only did civilization began in Mesopotamia four tisand years before the birth of Christ,
but humanity began as well with “the Sumerian Kimigdof “Nimrod, son of Cush, son
of Ham,” which was Babylon and Ur (Babel and Ejeahthe land of Shinar*® The
Sumerians are the indigenous people of the ank@edtof Babylon. Nimrod’s kingdom
included cities such as Babylon, Erech, Accad,Asshur, which were all in the land of
Shinar*! The cities of Accad and Asshur were establishethbyAccadians and Assur,
who were Semitic groug$.Throughout time, various Semitic groups migrated
throughout the Mesopotamian region.

In the book of Genesis the descendants of Sheithar@emitic people of
Mesopotamia, Syria and ArablaThus, it was not long before that one of Shem’s
descendants by the name of Abraham migrated frosoptetamia to the land of Canaan.
Abraham, originally known as Abram, was a leadesr# of the migrating clans; when
he settled in Mesopotamia, he left a mark on teeohy of the religiori* Abraham was

considered to be the founder of three religions laae dominated the world throughout
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time. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are thregeat and historical religions that are
not only linked through Abraham and Mesopotamid,tbrough their texts as well.
These are three very different religions but they@nnected and share a historical
origin. Mesopotamia is the place, where one offitise organized religions began; a
place known as the cradle of the Abrahamic faifAisus, it was a nation known as the
cradle of civilization, humanity, and the Abraharfachs.
Political System: Ethnicity Governance

Over the years, Mesopotamia not only became thediag nation of various
ethnicities and religions, but has also experiergmarnance through the different
ethnicities and religions. The area was governeddoypus cultures, and groups. After
the fall of Ur, which was one of the cities of Nmdfs Kingdom, the Assyrian Empire
began to ris&> However, it was not long before the Assyrian Enmpéll and the
Chaldeans and the Babylonians took control, ane gae to their empir& It was not
long before, the Medo-Persians came from the NamthEast’ Wigram argues that
Mesopotamia was a nation governed by ethnicity,eawh ethnicity differed from the
other?®

The Sumerians were a non-Semitic group, who spdrguage that was not
only different from other languages, but had nonsamtion. The Accadians, Assyrians,
and Babylonians (Chaldeans) were Semites who sppekianguage of Aramaic.

Although, the Accadians, Assyrians, and Chaldepokesthe same language, they still
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spoke a different dialect and their religions dife as well. The division between the
Assyrian and Chaldeans allowed the people withenchmmunities to recognize their
location and the religion. For example, the Asswiaonsisted of both Orthodox and
Catholic religions, resided mainly in South Iragag the Arabs, and their ancestors
originated from Iran and Turkey. Whereas, the Céatd originated from Babylon and
were only Catholic, residing primarily in Northelmag among the Kurds.

According to Wigram, the Kurds come from an Aryaéock, and their language is
derived from Persiaff. Their history begins around the same time as itery of the
Sumerians, Assyrians, and Chaldeans (Babyloni&ngin the beginning of their history
until now, the Kurds continue to inhabit the moumseof Kurdistan. Kurdistan is
currently an area of land that is comprises foumtoes: Northern Iraq, Eastern Turkey,
Northwestern Iran, and Northeastern Syria. Althquiga Kurds were non-religious at the
beginning of their history, they eventually becdalwers of the Islamic religion,
specifically Sunni sect. Like the Sumerians, Asaysi, and Chaldeans (Babylonians),
Kurds were another group that trace their historgin, and roots to Mesopotamia.

Another group that have been influenced by Mesaopiatare the Armenian
people. The Armenians are a group that originate&linenia, a country located North of
Irag; however, throughout time various conflictsl@onquests led Armenians to migrate
out of Armenia, and to the Middle East, especiilgsopotamia (Irag)’ Over the years,
generations have inhabited the land, a small numiorem; however, their inhabitance

influenced their history, which is linked to Mest¢@mia. In addition to Armenians,
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Mesopotamia is home to two other groups known a¥#zidis and Sabaeans, which are
defined in accordance with their religion. Yezidisligion traces its origins back to
primitive paganism. Sabaeans continue the gnostifiiem the first Christian century.

Lastly, the Arabs, a group of people, who came ftobenArabian Desert, which is
South of Iraq? Since pre-historic days, the Arab people have beignating out of the
Arab desert to places and to areas that offertarbgtance of survival. Throughout time,
Arabs eventually migrated to neighboring natiorspeeially the nation of Mesopotamia.
Until this day, the Arabs inhabit and control a argjart of Mesopotamia or present-day
Iraq, especially Southern Iraq.

Eventually, Arabs settled in Mesopotamia and dgyesdioa culture and language
known as Arabic, part of the Semitic languages lanihe Arabs were heavily
influenced by the Islamic religion, they broughattm 633 A.D. when they conquered
and migrated to Mesopotamia. Through their migratmMesopotamia, the Arabs
brought the Islamic religion, which came to infleerand transform the nation and
people to this day?

Political System:Religion Governance

Islam introduced governance through the Islamigiai into the nation of
Mesopotamia. Mesopotamia was transformed fromiamabmprised by various
ethnicities, cultures, languages, traditions, alidions into a nation that was defined by
the same ethnicity, nationality, language, cultare most of all one religion.

Mesopotamia was transformed into the country af &aad came to be defined by the
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Islamic religion. However, the concept of goverrattrough the Islamic religion was
not popular among all the Arab people. Even witslamic religion there consisted
tensions between two Islamic sects: the Sunnil@adbhi’a.

The religion of Islam began in the town of Meccedi®d in Saudia Arabia by a
merchant named Mohammad. According to Islam, tlelh&ngel Gabriel appeared to
Mohammad, and recited in the name of God. Thislatie® was the beginning of his
Prophetic career as well as the beginning of tlaeni€ religion, which began roughly
around 610 A.D. However, it was not until 622 Atbat the Islamic calendar and Islamic
movement began. In 632 A.D. the Prophet died anflicbbegan and changed the face
of Islam for generations to come.

After the death of Mohammad, the Islamic religi@imo successor, which
created a problem. Eventually, there were founiddials, who succeeded Mohammad,
and came to be known as the four Caliphs. In ha&kjddnderstanding IragWilliam R.
Polk explains that when *Ali succeeded as the foadliph, there were already tensions,
since there were past tensions between ‘Ali andrdth During ‘Ali’s ruling, his
enemies included fundamentalists, which were rifralsy Muhammad’s followers, and
the Umayyad clai’ Now there were tensions between the fundamersiaisd the
Umayyad clarr® The fundamentalists requested that ‘Al justifjnbian’s death by

labeling him a tyrant® ‘Ali refused the fundamentalists’ request, whiesulted in their

> william Roe PolkUnderstanding Irag: the whole sweep of Iragi higtdrom Genghis
Khan's Mongols to the Ottoman Turks to the Britiggndate to the American occupation
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leaving his army and movemetitln the meantime, the Umayyad Dynasty’s leader,
Muawiyah had begun his movement to replace ‘Aliodder to recruit followers for his
army, ‘Ali migrated to Iraq; however, his migratiand struggle was ended when he was
assassinatetf.'Ali’s assassination led the Umayyad clan and Miya to declare that
Yazid (Muawiyah'’s son) to be the succesSdtowever, tensions arose and Muhammad's
descendants, and supporters of ‘Ali-known as ShX&t declared that Yazid did not
have blood relations to Muhammad, whereas Hushengon of ‘Ali) was the grandson
of Muhammad?® Conflict arose between Yazid and Husain, resuliingusain’s death in
683 A.D., an important date for the Islamic ShigetS® This marked the creation of the
Shi'a sect.

Since the creation of the Shi'a sect, there has beadivision between the Sunni
and Shi'a leading to conflict, tension, and violemetween the two sects. This conflict

took place, and continues in Irag where the Stat sriginated.

Part II: Iraq, 1930-2003
Saddam’s Iraq
Through the Arab migration into Iraq, and the dimsbetween the two sects,
Mesopotamia came to be known as Irag and govemdaedslamic religion.
Throughout time, various empires and rulers hawgedecontrol and governance of Iraq.

However, each and every empire and ruler thoughistdry has been temporary. The
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various empires, parties, and rulers were nevesidered to be permanent in Iraq, until
the Ba'thist Party and Saddam Hussein seized dontro

The Ba'thist Party began in Syria in the late 198@$our individuals with
different backgrounds. Ba’athism originated fromethgroups®? The first group was led
by Zaki al-Arsuzi, whose purpose was to spread Awgitage. His political party was
divided into two groups: The Arab Nationalist Paatyd the Arab Ba'th Parfy.The
second group was founded and led by Michel ‘Aflad &alah-ud-Din al-Bitar, who
focused on communist and socialist ideology. Lastly third group was led by Akram
al-Hurani and consisted of peasants who were imgifpn to the landlords. These four
individuals and their constitutents became the flation of the Ba’'th Party. However, as
leadership shifted, so did the principles of theypderior to this, Michel ‘Aflaq’s Ba'thist
principles greatly influenced the Arab countriespexially Irag. In the late 1940s and
early 1950s, the principles of the Ba'th Party wieteoduced to Iraqg.

The Ba'th Party began in the 1950s and lasted firdlie early 1960s. They
created a revolution, which triumphed over the moma Batatu points out that “the
Ba'th party that has since 1968 been uppermostaraftfairs of Iraq differs in important
respects from the Ba'th party that took the powet963.%* The Ba'th party continued
to transform, especially when Ahmad Hasan al-Bakk addam Hussein came into

power. These two individuals changed the face dahigm, but they still maintained one

®2 anra Ba'alla. The old social classes and the revolutionary movesnef Irag a
study of Iraqg's old landed and commercial classes @f its Communists, Bahists, and
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important aspect a “unified Arab socialist soci&fyDuring this time, Saddam Hussein
rose to power, and surpassed al-Bakr. AccordirBatatu, al-Bakr and Saddam share a
number of traits: they are very reserved, andhenathole, not prone to hasty judgments
or rigid attitudes. Saddam, however, surpasseski-B boldness, strength of will, and
nimbleness of min&® Before he rose to power, Saddam Hussein was Gaslan
individual who should be feared. Eventually, Sadddunssein and his ba'’thist party
seized complete control of Irag and transformedrttege of the nation. His purpose was
to create a nation that would be ruled and govehyeahe nationality, Arab, and one
religion, Sunni Muslims.

Through the use of his despotic personality andBr#hist principles, Saddam
Hussein ensured his position and government wasgent in Irag. Saddam Hussein’s
despotic regime became involved in various cordlartd wars. However, no previous
conflict or war threatened his position and goveznhiike the U.S. invasion of Iraq in
2003. The U.S.-lIraq War may have begun in Marck08f3; however, the tensions
between United States and Iraq can be traced batle tGulf War known as Operation
Desert Storm.

The Gulf War was a war between Irag and the Uriitations, led by the United
States and was a response to Iraq’s invasion oféitug neighboring country. The
United States considered Saddam Hussein’s Iraqnatian that threatened American
supremacy’ Tensions between the United States and Iraq ¢sddiarther when

terrorists attacked New York City’s Twin Towers aheé Pentagon on September 11,
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2001. Although, the United States had identifiegl Taliban, Osama Bin Ladin, and his
Al-Qaida as the perpetrators behind the attaclks, tonsidered them a “sideshoWAs
Polk claims, “the ‘Neo-Conservatives’ soon begamiplement the American ‘crusade’
they had advocated over the previous decade...Iraquhat really matterec®

It was to be the first step in a perpetual war @gfaany group or nation-state that
contested American supremacy.The plan was supported and launched by President
George W. Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney, andeay of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld who convinced the United States along thighrest of the world that Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq was armed with weapons of massutggin* After extensive research
and investigation, there was no evidence thatwas| armed with weapons of mass
destruction; however, that did not stop the Uni¢ates and Britain from launching an
invasion of Irag. Polk notes that “Many Iraqis ek that the underlying purpose of the
American invasion of Iraq was not fear of Iragndar to America but greed for its
oil.”"? The oil not only in Irag, but in the entire Middast region has been one of the
three main objectives for the United States siheesarly ninetie&® Although, there is
uncertainty about Iragi oil and its role in theasion, it is still unquestionable that
“American policy on oil” will impact the shaping @fag.”* Polk, who interviewed Irag’s

Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, who claimed thamerica has long since decided to
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attack Iraq and nothing Iraq could do would previgrit’™® On March 20, 2003, United
States and Britain attacked Iraq and launched tie-ldag War, which lasted for an

approximate of eight years, ending in December 2011
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3: Literature Review

When researching the influence of justice and hurights on the migration of
Assyrians and Chaldeans, | found a limited amodihitevature on the migration of
Assyrians and Chaldeans that incorporated humaisrigsues in Iraq, its influence on
migration, or its relationship with Irag’s minorigpmmunities. However, there are
United Nation’s Human Rights reports that coverdibons in Irag between 2004 and
2005 to the present. In this chapter, | reviewlitlegature that discusses human rights and
its influence on migration in Iraqg. Then, | turnttee literature that explores the
relationship between human rights and Irag’s mtga@ommunities, the Assyrians and
Chaldeans.

Human Rights and Migration

In his article “Reflections on Human Rights IssuePrewar Iraq,” Roger
Bartram examines the topic of human rights in lvatpre the War during Saddam
Hussein’s reign. Bartram interviewed three Iraglesan their twenties, who fled Iraq
and were residing in Jordan 1991. Each interviesteeed their story of living a life
under Saddam Hussein’s reign. According to Bartr@hthree interviewees agreed that
during Hussein’s reign, Iraq was a police statétike interviewees noted being
arrested, beaten, and subjected to all differgegyof torture conducted by the agents of
the security organizations affiliated either witle tArab Socialist Party or other official

power’® Furthermore, the interviewees agreed that feaorismon, interrogation is brutal

76 Bartram, Roger. Reflections on Human Rights Issues in Prewar Iraq. Journal of
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and execution methods are arbitrdfyOne interviewee was half Kurdish half Shiite,
another one was full Shiite, and the third one fufiKurdish;’® whereas, Saddam
Hussein, and his government were Arab Sunni. Alghothe ruling government is Arab
Sunni, Bartram states religious division has neffacted the ruling of the government.
In fact, he states, Irag has created and develogétuations and practices that enforce
respect for freedom of religion and women’s rightsSaddam Hussein’s Irag may have
lacked in certain areas of human rights, they oidimfreedom of religion and the rights
of women® However, Bartram also states that freedom of $pawess, or assembly
does not exist, and the media imitates the Ba'atagime®* For Hussein freedom of
religion and rights of women did not cripple hisymy and control, whereas freedom of
speech, assembly, and press were obstacles anedtedoke restricted.

Laith Kubba presents a different aspect of humgintsiin Iraq in his article,
“Human Rights, Sanctions and Sovereignty.” He dises the sanctions that the United
Nations imposed on Iraq as a result of their violabf human rights. After Iraq’s
invasion of Kuwait, the United Nations imposed deseof sanctions on Iratj;*SCR
(Security Council Resolution) 688, adopted on 6ilKI#91, called on the government of
Irag to desist from committing human rights viabets against Iraqi citizens,” while SCR

706 and 712 allowed Iraq to sell limited numbeoibfor food in accordance with UN
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supervisiort> However, at the time, Hussein did not comply, arglied that the
resolutions were a “violation of Iraq’s sovereighty Thus, maintaining his power and
control over the country, Hussein stood firm in pasition, and “against the raising of
revenue through oil sales in order that food, madicand other non-military necessities
be bought for the long-suffering people of Ir&gBy threatening to starve the Iraqi
people, Hussein maintained his power and controi¢chvincreased by the imposed
sanction€® Thus, the Iragi people were caught in the midefevieen Saddam Hussein
and the United Nations, as the abuse of humansrighteased. Kubba notes that
Hussein’s rejection of UN'’s supervision of the @Venue gave him the power to deny
Iragi’s access to their oil in times of need, tleading them to migrate. He portrays
Iragi’s migration as the result of the imposed sians®’ The imposed sanctions led to an
increase in human rights abuse, which lead to magrafter the Gulf War.

In “War in Iraq: Environment of Insecurity and Imational Migration,” Ibrahim
Sirkeci notes that Iragi migration to industrializeountries increased after the Gulf War.
He reports that from the 1990s to 2001, the nunmieeased from 8,140 to 52,500 Iraqi
migrants®® Citing a UNHRC report, Sirkeci notes that “530,@.2 million refugees in
the world were from Iraq” before the U.S.-Iraq WhBetween 1990 and 2002, there

were 393,670 Iragis seeking asylum in developeaiims® Sirkeci's research
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identified Iraq as unstable country, and the samaemic conditions and ethnic tension
were added to the instability, thus leading Iratpward migratior’* The start of the
U.S.-lIrag War and the ethnic tensions between etumd religious groups are important
factors in migration. However, the U.S.-lIraq Wad dpt create the instability and
insecurity of the country, but rather Saddam Husselespotic regime and the long-term
ethnic tensions were the cadé&@he war played the role of resurfacing these terssi
Another factor that influenced Iraqgis to migrateétworks which are established
immigrant communities in Europe and North Ameft&irkeci concludes his study by
predicting that the number of Iragi immigrants wvaitily increase in the coming future.
Sirkeci’s prediction is correct. According to therdan Rights Office of the
United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAM®) cooperation with the United
Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Humaigiirs (OHCHR) in their 2011
human rights report states “it is estimated thatiad two million Iraqis left Iraq mainly
to neighbouring countries as refugees as a rekatirdlict and sectarian violence since
2003.”* The human rights abuse during Saddam Husseinja meily increased and lead
to division and conflict, which increased furthé&eathe fall of Saddam Hussein and
throughout the U.S.-Iraq War.
Minorities in Iraq
According to Shak Hanish, the human rights abuasesactarian violence greatly

impacted Iraq’s minority groups, especially in #rea of migration. In “Christians,
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Yazidis, and Mandaeans in Iraq: A Survival Issigghish discusses Irag’s most
vulnerable and targeted groups, and the factorsmfdeheir exodus. According to Hanish,
the Christians, the Yazidis, and the Mandaeans@ree of Iraq’s oldest minority
communities. Since April of 2003, the number ofséheninority communities has been
decreasing, thus they have left for safer areasanditions’ During Saddam'’s rule,

“the status of Christians and [Yazidis and Mandagaas not troubled, as long as they
did not oppose the Ba'th regim& After the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq, the outlined
minority groups were targets of violence and humgints abuse because of religious
sectarian tensiorfé.According to Hanish there was a wide range ofdoee being

spread, which resulted in both positive and negathanges. The positive change was
that the Iraqgi people were free from a despoticugmed regime. However, the negative
change was the freedom for extreme Islamic fundaalishgroups to act upon their
beliefs?® Through this newly achieved freedom, the Iragiple@xperienced more
separation than unification. This tension evenyuaihd the minority groups to migrate to
different parts of the world. Hanish focuses onréeesons that perpetuate the migration
of the minority groups, and the reasons behind #gerience of violence and human
rights abuse. Hanish concludes with the statenmatteventhough there are the Iraqi
constitution acknowledges freedom of religion, adsly, association, and expression, the

minority communities are still being persecuted/hyious religious extremist groups.

% Shak Hanish. "Christians, Yazidis, And Mandaeansdq: A Survival Issue." Digest
of Middle East Studies 18, no. 1 (2009), 1.
*® Ibid., 3
97 Ibid., 1
98 Hanish, 3
99 Ibid., 12
32



Case of Assyrians and Chaldeans

Although there were many minority groups in Iragttwere vulnerable, targeted,
and migrated, the Assyrians and Chaldeans stilanetie primary focus. Joseph
Alichoran writes that “the Assyro-Chaldeans haverbeictimized by a succession of
tormentors...yet, today they are forgotten and allumknown to the world**® Hanish
reminds us that this religious targeting is new.ndees that eventhough there has always
been a history of persecution in Mesopotamia, Muslkand Christians have always lived
peacefully with their rights intac¢?* The opportunity for Christians and Muslims to 8iv
peacefully” was even recognized during Saddam Hin'sseign. Saddam Hussein’s
dominant ideology throughout his reign was Aratiaretlism°? For Hussein, conflict
and tension would arise when there was oppositjainat the Ba’athist regin&’

Nevertheless, life for the Assyrians and Chaldearisother minority groups was
difficult and a struggle. Hanish points to the @ditStates Department of State religious
freedom report of 2002 which indicated that thgjiligovernment has sought to diminish
the identity of the Assyrian and Chaldean Christi&h

Although there was conflict and tension toward Agsys and Chaldeans during
Hussein’s reign, after his fall from power, theuaiion escalated further and the conflict
increased. After the fall of Saddam Hussein arttiastart of the U.S.-Iraq War, Hanish

explains that during the 1991 Gulf War, many Chaist were associated with the
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American military, which caused them to be “colleddors” with the enemy. Thus, now

extremists believe that Iragi Christians are linkéth the U.S. and its coalition forc&%.

However, it was not long before, the Assyrian amdl@ean community faced
numerous targeted attacks. According to the IragbAssador to the Vatican,
“Christians fear for their lives like other mintigs trapped in this policy of ethnic
cleansing’.*°® Consequently, Christians choose to migrate olriaof “in 1987, there
were about 1.4 million Christians in Irag. It igiegated that half of all Iragi Christians
have fled their country since April 200%* If the sectarian violence and human rights
abuse for the Assyrians and Chaldeans and otharityigroups continues, Iraq will lose

the entire Assyrian and Chaldean community.

105 [bid., 4
106 Hanish, 4
107 Ibid., 8
34



4: Assyrian and Chaldean Migration Stories

My migration to the United States in the mid-niestivas heavily influenced by
Irag’s economic condition at the time and Saddaraddin’s control over the country.
Even after the United States entered Iraq in 2808,the U.S.-lIrag War began, migration
still continued. My research focuses on the factioas influence migration from Iraq to
the United States between 2003 and 2013. | spalijfiocus on the influence of justice
issues and human rights on migration throughouttbme period. This chapter focuses
on my personal experience and ten interviews cdaedumetween the years of 2012 and
2013. Although, my research is on migration froaglto the United States, | specifically
focused on the Assyrians and Chaldeans who migfadedIraq to the United States
during the time period from 2003 until 2013.

A total of ten men and women from over the ageigifiteen, were interviewed.
Two of the ten interviewed, migrated between 198% H96; the other eight
interviewees migrated in the following years: 20Rd05, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012,
and 2013. The interviews took place at ArizonaeStétiversity, Tempe campus. The
interviews last from thirty minutes to one houreTihterviewees were interviewed
voluntarily and were given a brief overview of tlesearch project. Three of the ten
interviewees were females between the ages of &anyd-twenties. The other seven
interviewees were males, whose ages ranged fromteanties to late sixties. Two
interviewees were Assyrians and the other eighev#raldean. One of the interviewees
is a member of my family. These ten intervieweesnaembers of the Mar Abraham

Chaldean Catholic Church and part of the Assyriah@haldean community in Arizona.
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Before Saddam’s Fall, 1995-1996
| began research by interviewing two individualsowhigrated to the United
States in the mid-nineties. They both migrated teefoe fall of Saddam Hussein and the
U.S.-Irag War. The first person was a male bordug 01, 1946, who graduated from
University of Baghdad from the College of Educatible describes his background as
follows: states,
| worked as a foreign language teacher, Englishfaseign language, from 1967
until 1993, when | retired, and the same yeartlthe# country as a refugee to
Turkey, illegally of course. Then, | crossed to &, where | applied at the
Embassy of the United States for asylum, a hum@aaitasylum for me and my
family; that was granted! We arrived in Americalame 7, 1995%
This sixty-eight year old man was in his late festiwhen he had to leave his life in Iraq
and had to recreate his life and career in theddrfittates. The second interviewee who
left in the same period was only seven when shieNeiw in her mid-twenties, she
describes her migration:
We went to Turkey stayed there illegally until were able to, about a year and
half; we stayed there, until we were able to geepted to another country. We
preferred to go to Australia, cause that is wheydamily, my dad’s side was
residing. But, the United States accepted us fiistis, we arrived in the United
States in 1996%°
Even though she was very young when she migrabtedstdl remembers her migration

to the United States in detail. While these twol@&ans migrated at different stages at

their life, the reasons behind their migration sireilar.

108 Interviewee #1. Interview by author. Personal interview. Arizona State
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University, April 7, 2013.
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According to the first interviewee, he states, IB00, after the invasion of
Kuwait, and the collapse of everything. | was sure/ould be broken...I had no choice;
| had to leave*° For the first interviewee, Irag’s situation andtstof condition in the
nineties forced him to migrate and flee the courignilar to interviewee one’s
experience, interviewee two states, “we fled Iragpt fmancial reasons, more of political
reasons, and for safety** Thus, the Iragi government and regime did notterasafe
country for the Iragi people in the early to micheiies.

In response to my question of the differences betvignited States and Iraq, they
responded with a yes without hesitation. The ofdale interviewee noted “it is very
different. Individuality is very clear in Americ&quality between people! | mean in the
system. The government does not differentiate batvpeople because of color or
religion...Freedom! Not only freedom, as | told yeguality with no racial
differentiation.”*? He identifies freedom and equality as the twodeshaping his
migration. The young woman was to young to remenifeeduring Saddam’s reign but
nevertheless notes that “back home, they are nop@s minded, | would say here, they
are more open-minded that's why | like it better.cB&Aome, we have more culture than
we have here.*"* Both interviewees focused on various aspects éfetehces between
the two countries.

When asked about the idea of “justice” or (hogotitgir answers were similar:

Justice (hogooq) as a word means everyone getstisyaare supposed to get
without racial discrimination. Many times, many mgdimes, especially, when we

110 Interviewee #1
111 Interviewee #2
112 Interviewee #1

113 Interviewee #2
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pass Mosul, the guards at the border would ask ingare a Christian. It was

easier to live among the Kurds because they wang lagscriminated against as

well 14
He was constantly asked to confirm his identitya&shristian. Furthermore, it was not
only the Christians, but the Kurds as well thateveeing discriminated against. Thus,
when asked if “justice” was an influencing factorhis migration, he states, “it was not
the motive, no, we needed financial stability arebflom. Then, comes justicé™

The younger woman has a degree in criminal justiod states, “they don’t have
a strong government, and there is no such thingstise. If one community decides to
kill the other for their beliefs not because theynnitted a crime, there is no justicé!®
Although both individuals, have various views aftjae, they still agreed that any type of
justice was inexistent in Iraq during Saddam’sgmei

When both interviewees were asked about their teng-plans, and whether they
would remain in the United States or return to IfHoey both replied that they plan to
continue to live their life in the United States:

Christians are never considered to be citizensnibedore Saddam, this is

something related into the society itself. Espéci@hristians, we are considered

to be citizen number two, not number one. So, Ildoever think of that because

nobody leaves paradise and goes back taHell.

After interviewing these two individuals, | founklat the reasons behind their
migration were different compared to my migratibty. migration was necessary, but

involuntary, since threats were made against iddiais involved with the U.S.

governmental or non-governmental organizations. Méee for these two individuals,

114 Interview #1
115 Thid.
116 [nterview #2

117 Interviewee #1
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their migration was influenced by Saddam’s desputisut the Gulf War and economic
conditions played a larger role. After | recognizifierent influencing factors of
migration in the mid-nineties, | wanted to explénes research further.

U.S.-lrag War, 2003-2011

| decided to interview individuals, who had migaateetween 2003 and 2011. The
time period from 2003 until 2011 represents, tlyheyear war between the United
States and Iraq. For this time period, | intervidvaegtotal of six individuals, who each
had a different migration story. My first interviemas with a male in his mid-twenties,
who came to the United States as a foreign exchstogent in 2004. After finishing a
year of a program of study, he could not return!sitéges, “They [United States] wanted
me to stay. They told us to stay, cause it wasaf# to send us back. They did not want
us to risk our lives*® Not long before Saddam Hussein was captured and/dn began
in 2003, the country was not a safe space, espefalindividuals, who were involved
with the United States.

Similar to this individual's experience, interviesvéour, a female in her early
twenties came to the United States in 2005 withfémily. She states, “My grandpa had
done our papers. It was getting dangerous in &ad,also we had family here, and we
thought it would be safer for us to leave Iraf Even both individuals migrated through

various ways, the reasons behind their migratios that Iraq was unsafe.

118 Interviewee #3. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State
University, April 3, 2013
119 Interviewee #4. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State
University, November 18, 2013
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However, for interviewee five, Iraq was unsafehat start of the U.S.-Iraq War. A
male also in his early twenties, migrated to th&é¢hStates with his family in 2007.
According to him, he fled Irag with his family diet start of the war, and took up refuge
in Turkey for four and half years, before arrivinghe United State¥° He states,

If we stayed in Turkey the country | was in befocening to the USA, | wasn’t

going to be able to go to school, and if we wemkida Iraqg, | would have been

kidnapped and killed, like they threatened my fgraitd me"?*
For this individual Irag was unsafe and Turkey pded no stability for the future.

For interviewee six, his migration experience dgfgn many ways from the
previous interviewees experiences. Intervieweeasimale in his early sixties, came to
the United States in 2008 He came with his wife to visit their son, who veaforeign
exchange student. During his visit to the Uniteak&, he was constantly comparing the
U.S. to Iraq. He states, “In July 2008, we arriirethe U.S., a very different country?®
When asking him, what he meant by different, hd,s#i was a breath of fresh airt**

He further elaborated that the differences betwkenwo countries was in relation to the
type of life, one can live in the United Statesjahhinfluenced his decision to emigrate
to the U.S.

Similar to the individual, who migrated in 2004aforeign exchange student,

and he was not able to return due to Iraq’s siuainterviewee seven migrated through

120 Interviewee #5. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State
University, December 6, 2013

121 Ibid.

122 Interviewee #6. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State
University, December 2, 2012

123 Tbid.

124 Tbid.
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a special immigrant visa and was not able to retiuento Irag’s situatiof?> A male in
his mid-forties migrated to the United States itk wife and three kids in 203€°
In 2003...1 started working with Department of Stdtteugh American company
called Ronco Consulting Corporation. Due to thksriand dangers of the work,
and working with Americans, | was granted a spdaomhigrant visa for my
family and me. | came to the United Stal€s.
For interviewee seven, his involvement with thetediStates during the U.S.-Iraq War
created risks, leading him to leave the countrysThvhen he was given the choice to
migrate to the United States, he seized the oppibytu
Interviewee eight seized the same opportunity,ntis future wife, a U.S. citizen
asked him, if he would move to the United Statesis thirties, he migrated to the
United States in 2010 through a marriage vi&&lowever, before he came to the United
States, he had migrated to Sweden and then bdkgtevhen he was unable to obtain
legal residence, thus he migrated back to 1faéte states,
When, | married her...1 did not marry her to migrede¢he United States. |
married her because of her personality. | wasaé#dato her, and loved her, and
we used to be neighbors during our childhood. ®arried her! All of these
factors played a role in our marria®.

However, when asked, if he had not married her,lavba have still stayed in Iraq. He

replies, “honestly, | probably would have not sthyeIraq, and moved back to

125 Interviewee #7, Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State
University, November 11, 2012
126 [bid.
127 Tbid.
128 Interviewee #8. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State
University, October 28, 2013
129 Tbid.
130 [bid.
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Sweden.**! He preferred to live in Sweden without any typ@efmanent residence,
instead of live in his country of origin.

Similar to the responses of the two interviewadg) migrated in the mid-
nineties- responses, these six interviewees agna¢there were differences between
United States and Iraqg. These six individuals afjtbat Irag has strong family and social
relations; however, United States has freedom aléguopen-mindedness, variety of
resources and justi¢& Thus, | asked if the idea of justice was an infitiag factor in
their migration. There were various responses;dvew four out of the six individuals
viewed justice as an influence in their migratiBor the other two individuals, there was
only a lack of justice in Iraff* However, when asked to define justice, all sixiitthals
linked the word to safety, security, freedom toapequality without differentiation,
fairness, and rights*

Furthermore, when the question about theuréuand long-term plans was
asked, all six individuals stated they did not hamg plans to return to Iraq. One
interviewee stated, “I have thought about it, addh’t know how the situation will turn

in Irag, but I'm certain that Assyrians and Chaltewill not have any hope in Irad®

131 Interviewee #8
132 [bid.
133 bid
134 Interview #3,4,5,6, 7, 8
135 Interviewee #7
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Post U.S.-lIrag War, 2012-2013

After interviewing the individuals, who migratedttee United States during the
U.S.-Irag War, | realized that | needed to intewiadividuals, who migrated after the
war had ended.
Thus, | interviewed two individuals who migratedtire years of 2012 and 2013.

Interviewee nine is a male in his mid-thirties whgrated to the United States in
2012 through the International Organization for Migpn. He states, “l went to Jordan,
and applied to IOM (International Organization kdigration), and had interviews. |
stayed in Jordan for 1 year and two months! Thdosipn at the Sayadat Al Najat
Church on October 31, 2010, forced me to leave"lt&tHe had not planned on leaving
Iraq, but after the explosion took place at thea®ay Al Najat Church, a Church he
attended, he felt that he had a no choice, bugawd:*" Interviewee nine stated that the
war was coming to an end but Irag was still theesainwas riskier to take a chance,
remain in the country, and wait to for change amadikty, than to migraté>®

Unlike interviewee nine, interviewee ten migratew years after the war had
ended. This women in her early twenties migrateth¢oUnited States in 2013 through an
immigration petition filed by her uncfé® When asked if her uncle had not petitioned for
them to migrate to the United States, would théyhetve migrated? She answered,

“well, thinking of migration was in our mind alregdEven if we could have not chosen

136 Interviewee #9. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State
University, October 18, 2013
137 Ibid.
138 bid.
139 Interviewee #10. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State
University, October 20, 2013
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United States because it's far and difficult, betwould have still chosen some place
else to migrate! Other people in my country arentn\all the best to find a place to just
go out!™® After the U.S.-Iraq War ended, this individuaidaaccording to her many
other people were and are searching for a way ¢oata out of Iraqg.

When asked about the differences between the dwotdes the male individual
interviewee said, “there is respect for the humaindphere in America, in Iraq there is
not respect for the human being*The female stated, “you have to be part of the
majority in order to live there (Iraq), otherwis@u will face difficulties. Whereas, here
(US) everyone is equal! Back over there, therermstantly differentiation being
made.?**When | asked about the role that justice playetiéndecision to migrate, the
male stated, “no human being has the right to #akay my rights as a human! How do
you feel you are a human being? You feel you dreraan being with these right&*®
The female answered that she “imagines equal scalese everyone is equal in
everything, even in living their life*** Both individuals define justice with equality and
rights, specifically human rights. Furthermore, wiasked if they would return or
remain, both stated that they would build theiefi\nere in the United States; however,

the female interviewee stated that she will alweyssider Iraq her homé> As for the

male, he believes that “home is a place, wherefgelusafe!

140 [bid.
141 Interviewee #9
142 Interviewee #10
143 Interviewee #9
144 Interviewee #10
145 [bid.
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For 35 years, | lived in Iraqg, and | never feledia human! However, America made me

feel like a human in one dayf*

146 Interviewee #9
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5: Analysis

All ten interviewees migrated to the United Stdtesugh various ways and were
influenced by many different factors. However, thdentity as a Chaldean or Assyrian
impacted their migration. Furthermore, past literatand the ten interviews show that
justice and human rights influenced migration. Mtestature describes Iraq during
Saddam’s reign and the U.S.-Irag War as a condlictintry. It is apparent throughout
Saddam’s reign, during and after the U.S.-Iraq \Wagyation is a constant phenomenon.
Justice and human rights were significant factorddaciding to migrate throughout all
three time frames. However, the interviewees nttatjustice and human rights are
influenced by various circumstances.

When all ten interviewees migrated in each of wsitme periods, they all
described Iraq as unsafe, | wanted to know whatentlaeim feel that the United States
was safer. So, | asked them, if there are anyrdififees between Irag and the U.S. When
asking this question, all ten individuals initigbction was surprising. All ten
interviewees stated that there are no similartiegsveen these countries. They are very
different from each other. For all ten individuademe of the important differences
between United States and Iraq are: “pride, egualgen-mindedness, opportunity to
speak, culture, beliefs, more freedom, varietyesburces, organization, respect for the
human being, and separation between politics digiae.”**’ These are the qualities that

the United States possesses, and Iraq lacks.

147 Interviewee #8
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However, there were also traits that Iraq possesgeidh the United States lacked, such
as: “the idea of community, family relationshipadasocial relations’#®

Nevertheless, they all stated that they would raglgust to the idea of
individuality, rather than not having justice, whithey called “hagooq.” The term
“hagooq” comes from the Arabic language, and isdi@ed as rights. Interestingly, all
ten interviewees used this word for justice. Whekiray them to define justice, all ten
interviewees’ responses’ by providing incidentshieir past when they were denied
justice. The interviewees synonymously used tha fastice with freedom, equality, and
rights. One interviewee stated, “the people hexe mgghts, and they are respected. In
Iraq, we hear about rights, but they don't realtyby them.**° For two out of the ten
interviewees, justice meant, “everyone gets whay tire supposed to get without racial
discrimination.**® Another two interviewees stated that justice dugexist in Irag,
especially in the case of minority group§Overall, the interviewees did not experience
the real meaning of justice until they arrivedhe United States.

Saddam’s Irag: Mid-Nineties

In the mid-nineties, when Saddam Hussein wasistgbwer, Assyrians and
Chaldeans migration was influenced by economicpatitical injustice, and human
rights abuse. After the Gulf War, the United Nasigmposed sanctions on Ir&d.In

response to the imposed sanctions, Hussein’s regjdneot comply with the sanctions,

148 Interviewee #8
149 Interviewee #5
150 Interviewee #1, 6
151 Interviewee #7 and #8
152 Kubba, 147
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and instead threatened to starve the Iraqi pe€dplhis type of economic injustice and
human rights abuse, caused migration. Saddam Htuase leader influenced migration
in the nineties through his actions. Interviewedsp migrated in the mid-nineties,
characterize Saddam as a feared dictdtbFurthermore, literature and history describe
his fearlessness as a systematic technique toamaims power and control over his
people’®® Scholar Roger Bartram brings forth the storiethode Iragi males who fleed
Iraq due to fear and political reasofiSFurthermore, when they registered with the
United Nations for the refugee resettlement progthey noted fear of returning,
injustice and human rights abuse as reasdmsthough, migration was taking place
during Saddam’s reign, it was still very minor.
U.S.-Irag War: 2003-2011

After the U.S.-Iraq war began in 2003, and Saddarsskein fell from power,
there was hope that Iraq would change. The Iragpleehoped that liberation and fall of
Saddam can bring forth positive change. Howevet, \ias not the case,

There was no question that Saddam to me was th& person. | was always

dreaming will there be a day, when we will live mout Saddam. Now the

situation is different, now there are fears...whenetica liberated Iraq, they

made a country free, where everybody was allowexkpoess their freedom. Well

in Iraqg, the majority were able to control the cvyrand government, leading to
the minorities to be victims and targéts.

153 Ibid.

154 Interviewee #1 and #2
155 Bartram, 91

156 [bid., 90

157 Interviewee #1 and #2

158 Interviewee #7
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According to Shak Hanish, Iraq’s population sufteeesubstantial decrease at the start of
the war in 2003°° United States entered Iraq and liberated a couhatywas oppressed:;
however, with that freedom came consequences. Aoapto Hanish, the lack of power,
control, and a stable government, allowed variomsidmentalist, extremists, and
terrorists groups began to ri8 Conflicts and tensions during Saddam’s reign were
escalated during the war. Historically, there hesrbsectarian tension and violence
between the Islamic Sunni and Shi'a grotffsSince Saddam was a Sunni Arab, the
Shi'as suffered injustice, and after his fall, eiote erupted and escalated. The United
Nations Human Rights report for the year 2006 fotlvad the Iragi government, political
parties, religious and tribal leaders, and enivé society need to bridge the gap
between the Sunni and Sh*®.The sectarian violence taking place between timniSu
and Shi'as affected the entire country of Iragjdiing the country in half. Thus, injustice
and human rights abuse increased, which increaggdtion. According to the United
Nations Human Rights report, migration within tleeintry began. Assyrian and
Chaldean groups residing in Baghdad were beginioimgigrate to Northern Iraq
(Kurdistan), which was relatively saféf

Since Irag as whole was an unsafe country, migrataneighboring countries

increased. The six interviewees, who left durirg thS.-Iraq war, migrated through the

159 Hanish, 3
160 Tbid., 4
161 Polk, 45
182 United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq andiffof the High Commissioner for
Human Rights. “Report on Human Rights in [raq: March/April, 2006, 2.
163 [bid.
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United Nations refugee resettlement progrdhOne of the six interviewees, fleed to
Turkey, registered for the refugee program, anileelsin Turkey for five years before
finally migrating to the United Staté® Another individual received a special immigrant
visa because he was working with the Americansxgutie war, which made him a
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target.”” Even Hanish states that Assyrians and Chaldedieseuiinjustice and human

rights abuse due to their involvement with the BaiStates government throughout the
war®’

The major injustice suffered by the Assyrian an@l@ean community was the
bombing of the churches throughout the war. Hasiates Iraq’s Christian community
suffered their first attack in 2004, when five athes in Baghdad were bombed. Since
the beginning of the U.S.-lIraq War in 2003 untiMémber 2007, more than 27 churches
have been attacke®® The attack on these churches heavily impactedssgrian and
Chaldean community’s migration. According to onemiewee, who migrated in 2012,
he states, “the explosion at the Sayidat al-Ndjatah (October 31, 2010) forced me to
leave Iraq.**® According to the United Nations Human Rights répoat throughout the
year 2010, Irag’s Christian minority community suéd attacks which lead to their

displacement. The most significant attack was ohaihe Sayidat al-Nejat church in

Baghdad-"° When this type of injustice took place, the Asags and Chaldeans

164 Interviewee #5
165 Ibid.
166 Interviewee #7
167 Hanish, 4
168 [bid.
169 Interviewee #9
170 United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq andi€ffof the High Commissioner for
Human Rights. “Report on Human Rights in Iraq: I2&c., 2010, 42.
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international migration increased. However, as fpassed, and the U.S.-lraq was
coming to an end, Iraq had established a governrienimany, Northern Iraq
(Kurdistan) was a relatively safer providence. Umgted Nations Human Rights report
stated that “the Council of Ministers in KRG (KustiRegional Government) approved
the transfer of Christian/other students from défd religious and ethnic groups from
other parts of Iraq who fled due to security reasionthe Kurdistan regiort
Nevertheless, migration was still taking place rdentioned earlier, UN Human Rights
report for 2011 estimates around two million Iragmigrating due to conflict and
sectarian violencé!?
Post U.S.-lraqg War: 2012-2013

Migration did not stop after the U.S.-Iraq wararfything it is still ongoing.
Assyrians and Chaldeans suffered a greater amdumtsetice and human rights abuse
during the war than during Saddam’s reign. Acaaydo a male interviewee, who
migrated in 2012, states, “before 2003 maybe mytgwas best time! Because, in
Saddam Hussein’s time, there was one murder! Nevetis many murders! And,
everything happened, and we didn’t know wh§ The injustice and human rights abuse
was targeted towards the country as a whole. Hokvedueing the war it was targeted
towards the minority communities of Assyrians ardhideans. Nevertheless, after the
U.S.-Irag War ended, the conflict continues. As tame interviewee explained:

Now is worse! But, the problem that is that it begath Saddam! But, now, the

problem has expanded, and its bigger! For the Yazidd Mandaeans, they are a
small group, so they don’t have that big of a peablr tension! For the

171UNAMI/OHCHR, Report on Human Rights for Iraq: Jan/Dec. 2011, 32
172 Tbid.

173 Interviewee #9
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Christians, they are not connecting with the réshe Iragi people! The problem
of today is between the Sunni and Shi’a, and thel&as well-"

When Saddam was in power, he had control; whenUttited States occupied Iraq, they
were in control; however, now, there is no contaold the major groups, such as the
Sunni, Shi'a, and Kurds are fighting for controltbé government.

Lastly, when asking the interviewees which coutttgy consider their home,
three out of the ten interviewees between the afjpsd-forties to mid-sixties, answered
Iraq will remain their homé’” Six individuals between the ages of early to mieities
considered United States as their new and perméwoemné’"® One individual, late
thirties stated that he did not have a home. Irag mot his home, and United States can

never be his homE!’

174 Interviewee #9
175 Interviewee #1, #2, and #6
176 Interviewee #3, #4, #6, #7, #9, and #10
177 Interviewee #8
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6: Conclusion

The Assyrian and Chaldean community in Iragq hgeagnced a very major
transformation from the beginning of their civilimn to the year 2013. As history has
shown, they were once the rulers of Iraq. Howewéh the migration of the Arabs, the
Assyrians and Chaldeans became a minority comgmuamt tensions began. However,
even the Arab community had tensions, especialllyizvthe Islamic religion. History
attributes the death of the Prophet Muhammad asilgempacted the future of the
Islamic religion, creating a division within thdiggon, separating it into two sects, the
Sunni and the Shi'a. This division created tensiartgch influenced and impacted the
shaping of Irag. This division was evident whendad Hussein, an Arab Sunni, seized
power and control of Iraq. Like the division withglam, Saddam Hussein’s power and
control affected Irag as well. The nineteen nireetr@arked the beginning of a very
conflicted relationship between Saddam Husseiag &nd the West, specifically the
United States. From the Gulf War to the U.S.-Iraay Yo the post-war era, the
relationship between Iraq and United States wathaninfluencing factor in changing
the country. All these transformations not onlysdthiraqg, but also impacted justice,
human rights, and migration.

Past literature describes these events as thedabtat influenced the idea of
justice, human rights abuse and migration. It isewt that the only objective for all
parties was power and control. Everything fromdhasion within the Islamic religion to
Saddam Hussein’s despotism to United State’s otimupaf and interference in Irag. All
involved parties wanted to obtain power and corak@r the country. With no stable
government to provide safety and security, humgintsiabuse increase, which
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influenced migration to increase as well. The thiee frames show that a new event is
taking place; however, it is not one that fixes plast problems but rather increasing the
problems. This is evident in the interviews witle ten Assyrian and Chaldeans, who
describe the human rights abuse and their migraliwimg the time they migrated.
Although, they each have a different story and pesBve, they are still linked by the
factors that impacted their migration and tracecklia the major events that took place
in Irag.

It is evident that these transformations impacteshy minority groups, such as
the Kurds, Yezidis, and the Mandaeans. Due toithe tonstraint, this research only
focused on the case of the Assyrians and Chaldekngever, even throughout the
research conducted on the Assyrians and Chald#weans, were still limitations. One of
the limitations was the number of individuals iniewed. It is evident that if more
Assyrians and Chaldeans were interviewed, the arsalyould be more detailed.
Nevertheless, this research is still extremely irtgpg and significant for a variety of
reasons.

This study improves and expands the body ofditee on justice, human rights,
and migration by providing a better understandihthe migration of Assyrians and
Chaldeans . It examines how justice and humangigtféct migration. It also brings
awareness to the limited body of literature on Aissyand Chaldeans. Nevertheless,
there is more research needed to understand tlseqoences of justice and human rights
abuse, and the way these abuses influence migradioonly in the case of the Assyrians
and Chaldeans, but other minorities such as the¥Mezidis, and Mandaeans. This
research draws attention to justice, human rightss@, and migration of the Iraqi people.
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Lastly, this research is extremely significantttoe Assyrian and Chaldean community
not only in Arizona, but in other places as wehleTinterviewees’ stories bring light to
the justice and human rights denied to the Assgraard Chaldeans currently residing in
Irag. Lastly, it helps law makers create solutitmproblems concerning not only this
groups still residing in Iraq.

For me, this research provides further detail alboyibrigins and my migration
from Iraq to the United States. As for the indivatkiwho were interviewed, and the
entire Assyrian and Chaldean community in Arizahg research explains the reasons
behind their migration to future generations. Aligh, the Assyrian and Chaldeans
currently residing in Arizona have created a comityutheir new “home” is still
different. For the majority of the Assyrian and @leans, the culture differentiation is
impacting the communication between old and nevegsions. The hardships and
struggles they experienced in Iraq leads them tatiwg to assimilate in the American
culture in order to prevent it from happening ag&or many Assyrians and Chaldeans,
the language Aramaic and culture traditions arg balng practiced among the older
generation. The younger generation is adopting\therican culture more than Assyrian
and Chaldean culture.

Thus, it is important to recognize the problemsirfg the Assyrian and Chaldean
community in order to create solutions, and preveistancient civilization and their

ancient language to be eliminated.
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#3, Interviewee. Interview by author. Personalvieav. Arizona State University, April
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#4, Interviewee. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State University,
November 18, 2013.

#5, Interviewee. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State University,
December 6, 2013.

#6, Interviewee. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State University,
December 2, 2012.

#7, Interviewee, Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State University,
November 11, 2012.

#8, Interviewee. Interview by author. Personalvieav. Arizona State University,
October 28, 2013.

#9, Interviewee. Interview by author. Personal Interview. Arizona State University,
October 18, 2013.

#10, Interviewee. Interview by author. Personatiview. Arizona State University,
October 20, 2013.
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Interview Questions

1) Introduce yourself (exclude your name)
-Tell me about yourself. What do you do? Do youéhavamily? Etc.

2) Where are you from originally?
History Questions

3) From the fall of Saddam Hussein, which is agpnately the year 2003, until now,
has Irag changed? If yes, how? If no, why?

4) What is the relationship between Chaldeans, &ukdabs, and/or other groups?
4a) Has it changed since the Fall of Saddam?sif igewhat ways? If no, explain?

5) Can you please provide a brief description afj lduring Saddam Hussein’s reign,
after his fall, which is also during the U.S.-1r&r, and after the War?

Migration questions
6) When did you migrate to the United States? H@wweere you?

7) How did you migrate to the U.S.?

8) Why did you choose the U.S. as your migratiostidation? Were there other countries
or places you were considering?

9) What are your thoughts on Iragi Chaleans, Ar&lsds, and/or other groups
migrating out of Iraq, specifically to the Uniteth&s?
9a) Does each group have different factors tHatafheir migration?

10) Is U.S. society different from Iraq society? Y\r why not?
10a) What are positives and negatives in the WSfag?

11) What has been the biggest challenge for yatesimigrating to the US? Do you have
any regrets migrating to the US? Would you go sohew else now if you could? Why,
or why not?
11a) What are some of the challenges Iragi Chaklaad/or other groups may
face after their
migration?

12) How has your life changed (positively/negatyyesince your migration?
12a) Is migration a positive or negative choiceWWwr Why not?
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Justice questions
13) What does 'justice’ mean to you?

14) Is justice a factor that played a role in yougration to the U.S.?
14a) Does ‘justice’ play a factor in the migratiwinlragi Chaldeans and/or other
groups?

15) How do you think the US defines or views justfbasic liberties and rights)? How
does Iraq?
15a) What do you think are the differences/sintilesibetween the 'justice’ in Iraq
and the
u.s.?

16) Can you provide a brief overview of the religgaaffiliations found in Northern Iraq
or all over Iraq?

17) Do you think your religion impacts how you pmrally define or view justice? Do
you think that religion impacts how justice is aefil or used in the US? In Irag?

18) Do you think that the concept of justice haanged in Iraq (since you've migrated)?

Future Plans
19) What are some of your long term plans?

20) Do you plan on staying in the US? Or do younma returning to Irag permanently in
the near future? Why, or why not?
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'Knowledge Enterprise
m Developrggnt '

R
Oftice of Research Integrity and Assurance

To: Mary Romero
WILSN

From: Mark Roosa, Chair J'/
Soc Beh IRB

Date: 04/16/2013

Committee Action: Exemption Granted

IRB Action Date: 04/16/2013

IRB Protocol #: 1304009068

Study Title: Migration Stories

The above-referenced protacol is considered exempt after review by the Institutional Review Board pursuant to
Federal regulations, 45 CFR Part 46.101(b)(2) .

This part of the federal regulations requires that the information be recorded by investigators in such a manner that
subjects cannot be identified, directly or through identifiers linked to the subjects. Itis necessary that the information
obtained not be such that if disclosed outside the research, it could reasonably place the subjects at risk of criminal or
civil liability, or be damaging to the subjects' financial standing, employability, or reputation.

You should retain a copy of this letter for your records.
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