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This is Joyce Finch, 2h.D. Today is April 17, 1987. I'm
interviewing for the first time Mrs. Lucile A. Flores. This
interview iIs taking place in the home of Mrs. Lucile A. Flores at

1030 Parkside Drive, Tempe, Arizona.

This interview is sponsored by the Arizona State University
College of Nursing and the Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities

Council. It is part of the Contributions of Cadet Nurses

Project.

JT Now, vou graduated in 19457

nE Ves. August, 1945,

J And your school was Good Samaritan Hospital?

r No, my school was Grace Hospital in Hutchinson, Xansas.

JF Ch. And about how large was your hosplital?

LE It's about 125 beds. Small, Methodist church sponsored at
that time. It isn't anymore.

JE And about how large was your class when vou went into
nursing?

LT My class, we had 24, and 23 of us finished.

ST And when vou were in the nursing program there, did you have
any affiliations?

Ly Yes, we affiliated Pediatrics in St. Louis, Missouri at City
Zospital, for three months

JF Anv college?

L7 No, not at the time.

ST ay. So, 1f vou graduated in 1945 then vou were not in the
Cadet Corps for the full 3 vyears?

by No, Just 2-1/2 vyears. I'l1l retract a bit -- I had a vear
and a half of Junior colliege in Hutchinson, Xansas. The
Junior college was affiliated with the University of Xansas,
and when I transferred *to ASU, all those credits were
transferable.

JF Okay., that was nice. Now, one of the provisions of the
Cadet Program was that the Seniors might spend the last six
months of their program in another facility. Did vou do
that? ‘

oy Neo, I did not. I believe, because of the shortage of nurses,

maybe two of ocur classmates did go to a V.A. hospital, but
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we were so short of nurses that probably that had something
to do with it,

So, do you recall then what vou did do in the last six
months?

The last six months, I worked with the head [nursesj. Well
they were called supervisors then. Now they would be either
head nurse or coordinator, and I was more or less working
under her. 3v May, before I graduated, the supervisor
became very 11l and I more or less stepped in. By the time
I graduated, I filled her position. At the time that was

supervision. I worked in that position for a vear before I
left.

After vou graduated, vou stepped right in, you stayed in
that roie?

+
<

[(UN

Yes, a forty-bed ward, a medical unit.
Well, that certainly answers the gquestion of what you did
after vou graduated. 3ut In terms of that last Senior
experience, I gather that vou did report to the supervisor,
but did vou have any classes for any of the management or
supervisory activities?

At that time, In '45 - '46, management was not a word we
used. Really, vou didn't hear that. 3ut it was more or
ss clinical experience, on-the-job training. :

Ckay. Now, one of the gquestions I would like to ask you is
how the Cadet Corp. made a difference in your nursing
aducation.

I Zdon't believe it made [a differencel], as far as the
education was concerned, because it was already set up. As
far as finances were concerned, it certainly made a big
difference, I think the stipend at the time was 315 per
month, which enabled us to take care of our own personal
needs. We didn't have to go home and call on our parents
for that. Most of our parents were not really too well of:
at the time.

kay. And of course, you would have been a nurse anyway,
because you had ...

lanned to be a nurse from the time I can remenmber.
, = think I borrowed the money to go into the school.
7 or sowething like that, and I borrowed the

-

rother of mine. '3But, I would have made it
W

i b By

b-4oet 53
OWwao 3
-

t

hat, but [the Cadet Corps! just made it a

That seems fTo have been guite a pa
seople in vour class who went in
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Ray. So, you did say that vou worked for a year, then, in
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es, I wWorked almost a year, Ifrom September until the
following April.

Qkay, and you were supervisor after [graduation] -- then in
April, then, what did vou do?

In April I had a Job in Tucson at Pima County Hospital, with
room and board, so I moved to Tucson -- by train in those
davs.

VYes, well In those days we probably didn't have the

accoutermen ; of furniture and so much baggage.
Right, right.

Ckay, so you've been in Arizona, then since ...
1546. April, 1946.

Okay, then vou worked at the Pima County Hospital.

I worked there from April until September of that vear.
Politics were a dpig thing in Tucson at that time. Our
Director of Nurses and her assistant were fired. I was so
voung at the time, I didn't really enter into the politics
part of it, but it was such a shock to me. I decided I
didn't want any part of that pol*tics in nursing, so I got a
Job at the Medicalil Center and I worked there for two vyears
after that -- Tucson Medical.

Yes, that's what they calil TMC?

TMC. I worked there,

Ckav, so when you went to TMC, what Rind of a position d4id
vyou have?

I did Post Partum, night duty. And the reascon I wanted to
do night duty is because, when I was in nursing school, I
only had two months of night duty. For what reason, I don't
know, 3ut, I decided I needed the experience working
nights. It was a very, very nice experience; however,

working nights did not work too well because I think I
averaged tno hours of sieep a night, most of the time. I
could functicn, because I could Just sleep a little
the evenings, but the day sleeping is not mvy cup o
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3ut, I enjoyed Post Partum very much, an t a T
baby boom. We had bablies galore. It was a very pleasant
experience.

a little bit. You said that you
r

Now, let me go back Just
7 salarv included board and roomn.

o
went *to Tucson because vou

-

t

Yes, I think that had a lot to do with 1

Could vou say a 1ittle bit about what those accommodations
were llike, because that's a new kind of thing that no one
has mentioned before.

Ch, the accomodations are very pleasant. I speak very
highly of my dormi tory life. I wouldn't trade it for %the
world, either in aursing school ... And those vyears at ?ima
County they had a vervy nice nursing residence. And at
Medical Center, also.

Oh, so you continued to have room ...

Yes, I recommended it very highly, and I still do. I think
the exXperiences that vou get from working closely with these
.o, Well they're friends now, many of them lifetime
friends, I wouldn't trade them for the worid.

ke a single room?

Lx.

Now, were these

It was a single room. Sometimes vou had a roommate if you
so desired. Or if you desired a private room, whatever.

Ch, okay, so there were some choices there.

s right, and your board was, of course, in the hospital
teria. They also had small kitchens Zfor little snacks,
Ze at breakfast if vou didn't want to get up [and go %o

| 15
- A
the cafeterial, that sort of thing.

Did vou ever get bored with hospital food

~)

Cniy in St. Louis. And that was [bad], the food there at
City Zospital was very, very bad. 0n Fridavs I think it was
tongue, something like that, and we'd all get diarrhea.

b

Oh, that doesn't sound like too much fun.

So, we lost a2 1ot of weight. 3But, outside of that I think
the food was like any institutional food, vou can *take it or
leave it. You can go out and eat if you got tired of it.

One of the things that I was just wondering. Since vyou di
live in somewhat of a structured area, how did you handl
laundry of vour uniforms?
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Well, they aiways had, at the nursing school,we had
i

facilit , washers and I don't thinXx we had drvers iIn those
davs. 3ut, iIn the basement you could hang your clothes up
down there. And I think theyv had an outside clothesline.

-~

Pima County, I think the same thing. At Medical Center, I
believe we had facilities. It's been such a iong time, but
I think thev had a washer. So it was never really a
problem. One of the hospitals, maybe it was County, Pima
ounty, 4did our laundrvy for us. And maybe Medical Center, I

-

don't recall, it's been so long now. 3ut it never created a

2, I know iﬁ those days, the uniforms were cotton and
tarched, and thev were hard work [to maintain;.

Wwell, in the nursing program, of course, they did our
uniforms and th tarched. We had to lock Immaculate.
There was no gquestion about it.

Okay. So yocu were, when we kind of went off on that little
detour, you were talking about working in Post Partum,
nights, at TMC, and I lost track of how long vou ...

1

I was there from September, 13486 to February, 1948, when
had applied to ASU, or ASC then, and I had been accepted. I
ansferr

‘rst person I have known who went to ASU when
11 Arizona State Colliege.

Ch, there were guite a few of us. ASC vowed to get that

Oh ves, I can inmagine. Were there other nurses like vour-
e college at that time?

, another nurse, 3.Z., I don't know where she went. 3
: . There were a few others, but I don'

S
he only person I remember who was In ny

r‘l'fD

What gave you the idea of coming to Arizona State College?

I nhad worked with a friend, a medical student at Pinma
c tv. HZe was from Tulane. e worked that summer, it
happened I was working in Surgery at Pima County emergency
room. He encouraged me to go ahead and finish my degree.
Another person who was behind it was my father. It's a long

story, but, in 1947, I was married a week before Christmas.
My husband came down from Xanses, we were nmarried and he
went back after we were married a week. He went back to
finish out that vyear at ATJUCO which is Atchison Junior
College. I started at ASC all by myself and I lived at the
dormitory there tpoo. 3ut these two people, my father and
this voung medical n re really behind my continuin

® ®

&1}
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nvy college. In fact, my father was not too keen on mvy

narrving at that time because he thought that I

then, I would never get my degree. 3ut fortunat

dién't live long encugh tc see me finish. I think those two
v

seovie, and then my husband was guite encouraging, too.

Ckavy. So he was going to college up in Xansas and you were
going to colilege in Tempe?

Yes, yes.

» .

What kind of courses did you take?

I *tocok all the science courses that I could %take that would
continue that zarticular program. I had a vear and a halfl
at ATJTCOD, Atchison, Xansas, and then at that ti

hours credit for my nursing program. The hospital
apparently was accredited so I did get 45 credits. When I
c to ASU I was a Junior, a first semester Junior. I came
to ASU in February of '48 and I finished the summer of '485.
3ut I had to wait until 1950 to get my paperwork. We had to
go through the ceremony because they only had the one
ceremony at that time.

Well, vou mean once a vear graduation?

Yes, graduation.

o
[N
]

The three graduaticns really are pretity recent at t
1

Ckay, now vyou said you lived In the dorm and vou went
through so fast you had to be a full-time student.

At AST Yes, I enrolled as a full-time student: however,

vou Just had to hattle for the classes, so I couldn't get
-l the classes I wanted. I ended up taking just 13 hours
that first semester, Then in September, I got all mny

classes, 15 hours I guess it was.

nf=2r that there were more students than there were

Tither that or I didn't Xnow my .way around a big {campus!,
well, it wasn't big then, 2,700 students I <think. 3ut I
managed to get some of the cliasses. I took some classes I
really didn't want, and they turned out %to be real
Interesting like Botany. So, all the science courses that I
couwld take I <took. In fact, 3otany and I think 1t was

()]
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called Bacterioclogy or Microbiology. The professor I had
then I ran into last Cctober. He's a member of the
Methodis® Church in the winter. So 1t was really guite nice
to run into him, Dr. McC. He wasn't a Ph.D then, just Mr.
McC. to me.

Well, that's very interesting to hear some of what was going

Then I took Chemistry, Colliege Cnemls\ry, and Organic
Chemistry, 3otany, Microbiology, and I took a class that I
Just took because I needed the credit — Poisonous Animals
of Arizona —-- which turned out to be one of the most
interesting classes and one of the hardest classes I've ever
nhad, Lot of work, a 1ot of research. Under Dr. S. who 1is
Rnown woerld-wide for his scorpilons. I coilected many
scorpions for him. 3But it was a very interesting class and

Okay, now is it fair to assume vou did not work during this
period?

I worked from February *to May of '48 when I was living at
the dorm on the campus at ASU. I worked at Mesa Southside
Hospital it was called then, now Desert Samaritan Hospital.
I worked only Saturdays and Sundays and that was Just mainly
to keep busy.

Did you have a car?

I went by bus. The bus went right by the dormitory
ich was Alta Hall, rignht there at Normal. The street i
sec of now. Right in front of us there was a
= house, I think it's an alumnus house {[Universitvy
ch;vesj now. But the bus went right by and in those days,
we weren't afraid of jusit standing on the corner waiting for

a bus in the dark.

VR 0 B =
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d some part-time work and then vyou graduated, or
hed classes in ...

-~

Then after yvou finished your classwork, what did
then?

vou do

took it easvy

&

0]
0}
(D

£ few month Let ~”1at was Julvy.
n Cctober or first of Novemoer of ! to work at
ood Samaritan Hospital as a Pediatric SLDer isor. I think

also taught that one vear -- Pediatrics.

k=
©
4
2
5

= m ]

So you were invoived with the nursing school, as well as
patient care, vou had a dual role.

-

Yas, very much.

-1
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Now when you say you were Supervisor of Pediatrics ...
I +think now it would be Coordinator or Head Nurse.

Now, that was a 11

before, and with the added resp
I% was hard work, I had to work very hard. And teaching is
really not for me. I don't do well In front of a class. I
do better one-to-one or one-to-two. I did much better as a
Clinical Supervisor or Clinical Instructor. That's my cup
of tea, on-the-job teaching.

B W

o now long did you have the teaching role with the nursing
tudents?

Well, in that role, a vear or two, bhecause there was a young
nurse who came in with a Master's degree, and of course much
more gualified than I was. So I was supervising. I should
say Head Nurse. I was transferred to a 40-bed medical ward
which was also something that I was familiar with from my

nursing school. Medical nursing is really what I enjoy.

Py

cu do that?

o vou were Head Nurse at the medical unit. How long did

D

-

1950 to 1851, when I had my first child. 1In October of
2981, but I finished un in August to take time off before
{the baby was born] In fact, I had to get special
permission to work Dreg 1ant, because iIn those days that
wasn't heard of. I think maybe I was the first known
sregnant nurse to work at Good Samaritan Hospital, it

A

-

¥

sermission. In the last of October, my son was boran and
didn't work until the following ;ebruary of '52. Then
went to work on the evening shift as Evening Supervisor.

T
4 b

|,.

W was that, let's see I'm not sure how to ask this. What
id vou supervise, like the wholie hospital or a group of
units, or what?

On *the evening shift, vou were responsible for *the
personnel, vou were responsible for placing patients. You
Xnow, doctors would call you and vou were more or less the
Acaministrator.

For the hospital.

Zow big was the hospital at that tine?

Good Sam was about 500-bed hospital at that time.

t's always been a big hospital.

[}
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Well, maybe I'm rushing
that time. Then

time it had increased.
S0 vou were Evening
responsipility for the

whole

ervisor
rpliace?

then in

was

i1ike 250 or
ing like mad,

200 at
in no

1952 and you had
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Right. For the evening shift.

Did you have to go to the drug room when things happened in
the evening?

Ch, ves.

We Zock on that as kind of a no-no today in 1987.

Wwe fought it.

You did.

Yes,

So you did not want *to do that.

No. When I went on evenings, there were three supervisors.
So I was not the head supervisor at the time until they
moved on. But yes, that was one of the jobs we did not
like., We Xnew that we had no business doing that. I'm verv
familiar with that.

Well, how long did yvyou do this work then in the evening?

On the evening shift, about 12

About 12 vears. So that would be about '647?

Yes, '54.

So vou musit have seen qui @ a bit of change in Good Samnm
during those years. Y did mention the expansion.

Vas, A lot of growth. Good Sam had a lot of in-service
education. Eventually they paid for our extension courses.

A lot of courses were t
were very,

at Good Sanm.
icn was concerned.

aught right there
very good as far as educat

Thevy

You mean extension, like sav, ASU would come there and teach
courses ...

Yes, teach the RN's.

And the hospital paid for that?

W
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Yes. In fact, I nave one credit from UCLA. Another
supervisor and I were sen+ to Galeda which is near Santa
Barbara. It's an exXtension of UCLA. I have one credit from

LA wnich I'm vervy proud of. It's on human relationships.
So, ves they were very, very good about in-service education
and extension courses. All paid by Good San.

What kinds of changes were taking place in what nurses did

in those days as you reflect back. I would guess that the

extension had something to do with duties that you had that

they wanted vou to do.

t's really hard to say when. I
Rosamund Gabrielson who was our

It was so gradual that
don't know if vou remembe
Director of Nurses.

i b

VYas I do.

well, vou know Loretta Hanner also. She was my Director of
Nurses, as was Gabe we called her, who was very instrumental
in the education of the nurses at Good Samaritan. As far as
I can see. Really, I can sav nice things about both those
ladies, Loretta Hanner and Gabrielson. 3But as I look back
now, progression was taking place all along and it was a
gradual thing. We were geared, what do they call 1ixt?
Functional and not managerial. Just the other day I said to
somebody, Gabe taught us how to let go of the bedpan. Turn
he bedpan over to someone elise, in other words. Your
es are management. And that was not easy, some of those
es that we did not want to let go. This 1s going a
tle bit ahead of time. I worked a year at Stockton
aliforn*a] Danron Hospital in '72 and '73. The Evening
wpervisor whose place I took had been there 17 years. She
iloved to start IV's, Consegquently, the nurses on the
evening shift could not or would not start IV's because the
Supervisor liked to start them. So by the time I left I
rﬁally felt verv accomnplished — most of those girls were
ting their own IV's. 3ut, this 1s what I mean by
t ‘qg go and doing vour management work Instead of other
hings. That's the best way I can describe how Gabe
fecuea my life as far as managenment and doing and that
rt of thing.
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Ckay, *that's a really fascinating Iinsight. 2ut let's go
rack. You sai that vou WOLLed at Good Sam until about

Until 1970.

1870. Okay. Well, so you worked 3 to 11 until '854,

So then vour rois changed. How did it change?

£

ll
(@)
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ent on days. Well, first 21 myv husband got Valley
ver and was veryvy 111, so I fe hat I needed to be home a

tle more. I went on the night shift as kind of a float
son, which I'm not too good at -~- floating -- and not too
many nurses are. 3ut it enabled me to be home a little
more. October of '70 I went on the night shift, and 4 days
a week instead of 5. So I did that until the following Mav.
Then in May I took a leave of absence from Good Sam, well in
fact, I resigned but Gabe wouldn't take my resignation so I
took a leave of absence. I went to work at the Beatitudes
and I worked there from May of '72 to October of '72.

Lo LT

D b (D

Zow did you happen to do that?

Welil, Geriatrics was always fascinating, and then, they were
in need of a supervisor, I learned through one of our former
Good Sam [nurses] who was then working as a clinical
instructor there. And 1t sounded very interesting.

So yvou went in as a supervisor.

Yes.

Days?

Yes, Day Supervisor. By that time my husband was somewhat
impreoved and had gone back to work part-time.

Ckay. 30 you did that for a couple of vyears?

Yes. 1970 to '72, Cctober of '72.

ial preparation to work specifically
ith the geriatric clients? :

d take the gerontological course
know if you know her or not.

Tas, her office is just down the hall from mine, so we visit

role ! d r to me. So, you did
sory work there. Whom did you supervise?

7es, the whole place.

av. 3o, did that cover skilled care or the apartments or

P
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Oh, all levels cf care. That was really gu
vou, wasn't 1t7

Well yes, it was. 3ut it was very Iinteresting. In fact
every phase of my anursing, I've enjoyed every bit of it.
forgect to tell vyou Ifrom 'S4 to '70 at Good Sam I worked
cutside of that six months on nights, they were revamping

b4~

b}
[

into the management. They had unit managers and we became
Coordinators instead Head Nurses. I had five units. You
managed five units, you ran your own little hospital within
a hospital. I had Medical, mostly Medical, and the Gyne

Ward, so that there were five altogether.

2id vou have any informal or formal education for that
change in, say, running your own little hospital?

It was so gradual that vou didn't realize ... You were
always Iin class, you were always 1n meetings, so it was
always progressive. Nursing, as far as 1 can see, as far as
the management part, vou just kind of grew into it. But we
did have a lot of management classes, with professors from
ASTY and, in fact, one time we were invoived in a time-in-
motion study thing. You look back now you see how vervy
educaticnal that was. It prepared you for vour management.
ahilit later on. In other words, you could help vour
employees., This lasted about six months I think, and they
had a bilg company from California, Zudson and Buck. So we
were involved in that and many other management ... Mavbhe
if I went through mvy paperwork I could find out what classes
we had, '

That's ckay. It sounds like there was a Xind of continual
movement from one learning situation to another.

Yes., And Gab
Sometimes i

-

was one who would tackle movenent like that.
Xed and sometimes It didn't. 3ut, you could
2

he seems to have, and I'm observing from the cutside here,
1t she seemed to have a sk ay

t tting go. That, if
it go, we'll tryv som

, "Ch, it must work”.

D e b0

True. And vou had a lot of leeway trying out your own
£ so desired, Her door was always open so if
had any ideas -— I don't care what time 1%t was -—- you
fal ree to go in and discuss {them] or ask for

rt ;

-

st ask one guestion. Somewhat back I
ave 1t was, vou said you had your fir

Y
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chilid. I infer fron that there were other children, or at
least one other children. i

Cne other child, ten vyears later.

Ckay, but yvou did not stay off work for long.
Yo, I staved off with my first child, I staved off from the
last of August, he was born the 30th of October, I

to work around the first of February of '52. He was

1 = oa

3

h vour second childg?

ey

And s0 1t must have been similar wit

My second child was much easier. Ze was born in '61
worked almoeost up [to: the time he was born, August, 11
T worked up until the middle of July, or the first of July.

n itself was kind of a new thing, too.

f o

That

One other thing that I have to comment about Good Samaritan
Jospital., My first child went to thelr nursing school, they

had a nursery for the emplovees. This was back when no one
nad heard about iInstitutions setting up nurseries for their
employees. This is, I feel, how far advanced Good Samaritan
was. I beiieve it was started by the Auxiliary. They have

iary. So cur first son would go to school,

nim up and then drop him off at the nursery on my

rk on the evening snift. e was there, I think
they fed them their evening meali. Then my husband would
ck nhim up, he was working for Sears at the time. He would
ck him up about 5:00 or 5:00, around 5:30, thereabouts.
this was one real good plus for Good Sam because they
t a lot of the nurses who otherwise wouldn't have a
bysitter. And the nursery was fully accredited by the
te. If the child got sick, mine fortunately never did,
they got sick while the mother was working, they would
1l her and, no problem. She would imnmediately bhe released
go see the child or take it home, whatever. Tais was
ally something in those days, in the 1950's.

m'yg ‘g
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Yes, that does sound very, very advanced tc ne.

Ves,

Okay, going back then. I think we had gotten up to about
1970, but you had said vou were in Stockton, California.
How did you get from Good Sam to Stockton?

Well, I didn't go from Good Sam. I went from Good Sam to
the Beatitudes. I worked there two vears. I think there

comes a time in vour nursing career when it's time for
change, and I think I felt at Good Sam 1t was time I made
some kKind of a change in my life. You're Just ready and, of
course, then thev didn't have a retirement program and no

PaES
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ts to leave benhind., Sc¢ there was nothing to keep me
as far as ben f£its {werel concerned, except the
t time for me to leave.

Ckav. So vou went to the Beatitudes and then did you go
from *there to Stockton?

4

-

nk i1t was a couple of months., I left in December and I
ransferred my license. I had applied for licensure in
ornia which is something -- that I had aliways had a

=

for having a license from California because at one
it was so hard to get. I think, from New York and
rnia. 3o those were my two goals. 3ut, I did get it,
blems And I went to Sacramento. 3y this time I was
well geared into Geriatrics. I was really inte”ested
. I went *to work in, they call them convaliescent
tals there in Sacramento, I only stayed there I think
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ive or six weeks. It was so bad, it was just so bad.

I was Director of Nurses there. Name it -- cockroaches,
mice, terrible care. In five weeks, I knew I just couldn't
begin to change things. The owner was strictly for monev.
But before it was all over, he was not granted a license the
following vear until he complied with some of the cleanup
things. The directors [of nursing] had not stayed there
over maybe a month, two months.

R
5
N

It sounds pretty awful.
It was bad. TFor me to leave a Job at the end of five weeks,
it had to be verv bvad. I saw that I just couldn't ... it
was Just llike banging vyour head against a brick wall, It
Jjust wasn't going anywhere. So I got the job in Stockton as
the Evening Supervisor. The Zvening Supervisor was retiring
after 17 years there, just a marvelous person. She relieved
my two davs off. 3ut it was a very, verv nice hospital. It
as a comnunity hospital. I'm trying to think how nmany
vatients thev had, probaply 250, a small hospital. '

Y J e famillar Rind of role in that you were in
charge of the whole hospital during the evening.

Ckavy. And you worked at getting the nurses to take
responsibility for their own care of patients. Well that
must have been kind of a good feeling that you were able to
help them grow that wav.

It was. When I first went there somebody said, "0Oh, Lucvy,
vou're going to have a time getting in with these nurses',
because California nurses are very aggressive and very
assertive,. They're go-getters and they work hard and
thevire dbright gals. So I kept [that] in the back of nvy
head. Well I was there 11 months. When they heard I was



i
rq

baj

(W

q
=3 ]

£
Ly

Ca
"-lj

[
by

]
1
o i

(Rl
bif

Ly
LA |

ki

Li

]
r_;j

(gl
L2%]

Cy
r_.j

[
LAY |

leaving, I think that there were about five different little
gatherings, going away part:es. That really told me
something. That I had really gotten in there.

You must have »heen quite touched by that. )

I was. And in fact, I have some cards and letters from some
of the girlis I orked with,. It was really quite an
experience.

How did you happen to leave that job? It sounds like a very

nice job.

needed to get back. My

pe
dn't want to leave,

So you came back here?

1es.

my ausband and ay youngest son was
IV\

twelve

husband had

nt the summer with ne.

b

We
ut I felit

Okay, we were talking then about how vou were In Californi

by yvourself, and you wanted to get back.
commenting that that was kind of unusual at that

t age 530, ves, it was. But it was a time in nv

neeced to get away and my husband had been ver .
Just felt that I needed time away, time to myself. It

us all a worid of good.
Sc vou came back to Arlizona.
Came back in November of '73.

So, did vou go back to work?
il, let's see, not until March of '76 —

time I needed to get home and do a 1
& the boys had been here.

+ +
~

-
cinme.
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was home.

cleaning

Right. In '7C I had applied at the V.A. I had a friend who
had been at the V.A. when she left Good Samaritan Hospital
in 1980 or 1951, and all these vears she'd been trving *to
get me to get transferred. And I just wasn't guite ready.
But in '70, I told vou there came a time in your life when
it's time to make a change. I had applied at the V.A. and I
had an interview. Jowever, at that time the jobs were
frozen. I don't know if vou know about governmeni work or
not, but the Jjobs are Irozen. So every six months I would
get a letter from the V.A. asking if I still wanted my name
on the list, S0 every six months I'd send it back and

(TN
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ny in-service education or anvthing that I'd had
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hem. So I Rept my name on the list and in March of '76
ot call. This was on a Friday. They wanted me to come
n on Monday for “hvsicals and what have you. I didn't have
to go for an interview anymore. I'd had the Interview in
'70. So, thev hired me. I wanted to get back iInto staff
nursing and this is what I asked for. Couple months after I
was there the Chief came to me and asked me if I would be
interested in the evening supervision job that was opening
up. I turned her down because I wanted to get into stafi
nursing and get into the doing, what we call bedside care,
that sort of thing. I did, and it was hard work. The IV's
—— no problem, I'm verv good at that. 3ut the bedside, the
nhvsical work was tremendous.

O

P @) b ¥

And then you had to rotate?

Yas, we had to rotate shifts, once in a while [we] were
pulled to other wards. Once in a while to Intensive Care
which was really difficult And to areas that you really
weren't gqualified [for]. You read about that all the time.
That was us.

How did vou handle that when you got pulled
areas”?
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Well vou get angry and you get rebellious. At the V.A. you
can do that. 3ut vou do it anywav.

;lr;" . So how long did you work at the V.A. then as a

1978 to Cctober 3rd, which is my
then] I was entitled to retirement

f nurse when you leift?

So were you stil aft
T ng and being pulled the

You had been
whole {time]7

ill working as a st
rotating and floati

Right, Jjust like esverybody else was doing.

Did vou like [that any better by the time vou retired]”?

No. I don't know 1if yvou've worked in hospitals. 3ut you
get that churning in your stomach when vou XKnow you're going
to be pulled to another area that you're not familiar with.
Towards the end there I think we just had two other areas
where you could be transferred to. They had some un its that

were primary care., When they first sta**ed *nose primary
care units, I think the girls were in in-service training
for about six months. When they first went in, you couldn't

even LcoxX In to see what was there if you hadn't had the

training. 3v the time I left yvou were being pulled to the
Drimary care areas. Cf ccurse, when vou've peen in nursing

(%))
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+ a I etired from +the V.A. with some
ht vears and %ten months iIs not too bad,
ite a bit for retirement.

Okay, so vou did retire. But I understand that vou
continued to do some volunteer work that certainly pulled

r £

[from] your nursing background.
Well, I do volunteer work at the adult davcare center, ves.
And friends who are in need. 3ut I don't call that nursing,
ius
o

t Zfriendship.
When vou do the volunteer work at the daycare center, what
kinds of things do vou do with the clients there?

With the clients, you more or less work with them on a one-
to-one basis, visliting. I help with the noon meal which I
enjoy doing. I should have been in food service, I think,
because I think I'm pretty good at it and I enjoy it. So
they have a hot meal. It's catered but you have to set the
tables and set the food and dish out the food, that sort of
thing. You supervise that. Once a meonth we [have a
clinicl. I don't know 1if she always had it before I
arrived, but I think she did, I mean the director of the
program. There Iis a nurse, -an RN, who's there every day and
once a month we have a clinic. 3lood pressures, weights. I
do that and the RN staff nurse does the interviewing of the
ciients. A Iot of those clients have been thers almost two
vears now. They started the program in July of 198s5.

-

that it wouid be people in wheelichairs.

[V
(1]

So my perception

Fh

nhey nave guite a few people in wheelchairs, a lot o
1 ty well advanced geriatric people.

Cne does get the picture that one-to-one working with these
peopnle would be very important.

That's right. Alzheinmexr's patients, or clients they call
them, I don't think you could do any more than one-to-one.
So 8. does rely on volunteers and she has a Iot oI good
volunteers. There's another nurse who came from Minnesota.
I think sne's there about three times a week.

3R]
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well, 've snioyed eaverv minute of It. Some parits of

very Ha“a and physical and emotional. I was going to te

you one thing that Gabe did to people. You just felt a part

of her. We had an LPN who had been fired I think, and she

worked on *the evening shift. She was very depressed and, in

the meantime, she had taken an overdose. Well, she died and
th

- =
girl guite a
e

Y
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Cabe knew that I had pbeen working with is 1
wi%t., Instead of waiting for me to come into work to tell me
about it, she called me at home early in the morning %to let
me Rnow. This is the kind of thing that Gabe did. Another
time, one 0f the head nurses, the Pediatric Head Nurse on
evenings, later we ‘oand ut {shel was an alilcoheoclic. You
worked so closely with t s, vou get very close to
them with their »problems. This girl had been found in her
car in the desert. She was dead. What the cause was, I

den't Rnow, 3ut again, Gabe called me %to let me Xnow.
These things you don't fo*ge* and I think this is whv those
of us who worked with CGabe all those vyears feel so close to
her and we have such respec; for her because she just,
that's just the way she was.

Well, when I came to ASU in 1965 she was the Director down
-4 T

time. I was always impressed with her
abilities and her leadership.

Oh, one grand person. She didn't deserve what she got fronm
3.M. but then he got it in the end, too.

iell, we hope *that those things do work out in the end.
That's right. She went to better things.
2 you, alithough I have felt very positive

2 A
- S
iings. 3ut, zs v vyou aiways wanted to stay in anursing

7es, in some phase o0f 1t, ves.

Alright. Now, vou were married and vou had vour two
children. How did vou Juggle the work in vour familv~?

I had a very supportive husband. He was very good with the
children. XZe was veryv good to help me with the housework.
Ctherwise, I don't Xnow how these young mothers do 1% who
are single parents. I could not have done it without himn.

Why did I work? Well, I think mavbe we thought we needed
the money. It was sel.—-saH faction, that primarily is it.
It was something I had always wanted to do and I did it.
Ckavy. One of the things I've wanted to ask you, have you
seen yourself as an Innovator or leader in nursing?
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In some small way, mavbe, yes.

e . s v s
Couid vou talk ahbout that a Zittle bit?

Well, let's see. Mavbe I wasn't at the top. And again, I
cradit Gabe =for this, she could *teach you to sit in a
corner, maybe it's something you were responsible for.
Mavbe vyou encouraged someone to go on to school. I can
think of cone person. That very first class that thls person
took {she now has her Master's). You can sit in a corner
and get fullelneng from watching somebody else get the
credit or go ahead, where vou're still down here. 3ut
vyou're still guiding people here and there, and this Iis
wherae I think that I feel I was a leader.

ut down in ay Jittle bookliet here if you had seen
s a leader in the women's movement? I found out
inmy first interviews that that was not a good term to have
used, because a lot of nurses, well a lot of women, when we
say the women's nmovement they think of the pelitical
activism and the rowdiness and bra-burning, that kind of
thing. And that's not exactly what I meant. That may be a
Dart of the women's movement, but this whole business of
women moving out of the home into the work force is more
what I had in mind. 3So have you seen yourself as a leader

in that respect?

Well I think [so] when I left Arizona to go work in
California. This was during, I think, that period. And
maypbe within vou, vou feel vou've got to do i1t on vyour own,
at least try it.

did seem to be somewhat different when you went to
rnia on vour own.

Yes, very different. You're strictly on vour own. Well, I
Znew that I could call on my husband, but I didn't want *o.
I wanted to do it on oy own.

“ -~ = P < .

that was a really conscious thing that you were doing, it
dn't ZJust happen?

Yes, that was a goal that I had alwavs felt. I needed to
work Iin California just to prove that you could get vyour
licensure and you could work.

11, those prettyv much concliude the topics that I had on ny
iist, but before we do conclude the interview, have we not
covered something about how you think nursing education and
the nursing profession has been for vou that you want to
mention?

'el , mavbe. At the V.A. we had students from ASU. And I
feel, and mavbe I'm old-fashioned, that the clinical
rilence that we got was so valuable, rather than letting

'U [N
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thev have to do it.

own. Well, they do have
rating the way some of the
eir nursing abilities,
it was real hard the way
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They had to ferret it out for themselves, you mean?

Right. Maybe we were lucky in the fact that we had
tremendous supervisors, or head nurses, whichever you want
to call them, who were more like friends, than you do [now].
As I say, that sort of thing — which you could have, too,
in nursing. 3ut ours were not that kind. So we learned.

Well, I want to thank you verv much for participating in ny
study. VYou have given me all kinds of insights.

It's different. I think my nursing is a little different
than just hospital work. -



